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 (Manuscript page 35) 

Figure 5 East View of Hatherleigh Church 
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(Manuscript page 37) 

5 AT THE CHURCH 

 

5.1 The Parish Church of Hatherleigh is situate on the north side of the Town in a 

yard that measures 1 Acre 0 Rods 16 Perches.7 It is 64 feet long and 49 feet 

wide and will contain 627 persons, though the work of different ages it is more 

regular than might have been expected for the middle aisle appears to be 

much more ancient than either the North or the South aisles. There are three 

galleries, one at the West end of the middle aisle for the use of the singers 

which was erected in the year 1743. One at the West end of the South aisle 

erected by subscription in the year 1812 8 and the other at the West end of the 

North aisle erected in the year 1814 at the expense of Mr T Roberts for the 

accommodation of himself and scholars. The three galleries will contain 126 

persons. At the east end of the middle aisle in the Chancel is the Altar, which 

measures 13 feet in length and 8 feet in breadth, enclosed with carved 

Wainscot railing made in the year 1739 by John Collins 9. The floor is laid with 

squares of Black Marble and White free stones. Over the communion table 

against the wall are tablets containing the Ten Commandments, The Lords 

Prayer and Belief in Gilt letters. And against the pillars in the middle aisle are 

eight tablets containing the following sentences. 

                                                 
7
  (Written in margin) : ‘This includes the Church & hedges’ (?) 

8
 See list of Deeds in Church Coffers No 18.  

The posts and part of the singers gallery was bought of Mr  John Northcott for 8s 6d at the 
  expense of the parish. The remainder done by subscriptions. 
9
 Wainscot & carriage cost 12s. John Collins for labour £2 8s. See church wardens account for 

 that year. 
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(Manuscript page38) 

Hebrews X : 22 

Let us draw near with a true heart in full 

assurance of faith, having our hearts 

sprinkled from an evil conscience and our 

bodies washed with pure water 

 
Colossians III : 1, 2. 

If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those 

thingswhich are above, where Christ 

sitteth on the right hand of God. 

Set your affection on things above and 

not on things on earth. 

   

Come near ye nations to hear and hearken 

ye people: let the earth hear and all that is 

therein; the world and all things that come 

forth of it. Isaiah Chapter 34 verse 1.                

Be more ready to hear than to give the 

sacrifice of fools.                      Ecclesiastes 

Chapter 5  verse 1. 

 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 

knowledge but fools despise wisdom and 

instruction. Proverbs Chap 1 verse 7.                   

My son forget not my law, but let thine 

heart keep my commandments; for 

length of days and long life and peace, 

shall they add to thee. Probverbs Chap 

3 verses 1, 2. 

   

Being justified by faith we have peace with 

God. Through our Lord Jesus Christ. With 

whom also we have access by faith into this 

grace wherever we stand. Romans 5: 1. 2. 

He that believeth and is baptized shall be 

saved; but he that believeth not shall be 

damned. St Mark 16. 16. But be ye doers of 

the word and not hearers only, deceiving 

your own selves. James 1. 22. 

 Among the gods there is none like unto 

thee, O Lord; neither are there any works 

like unto thy works. All nations whom 

thou hast made shall come and worship 

before thee, O Lord; and shall glorify thy 

name. For thou art great, and doest 

wondrous things: thou art God alone. 

Psalms 86, 8,9,10. Let us kneel before 

the Lord our maker. Psalms 95, 6.  

 
  

We are buried with him by baptism unto 

death; that like as Christ was raised up from 

the dead by the glory of the Father, even so 

we also should walk in newness of life. If we 

be dead with Christ, we shall also live with 

him. Reckon ye also yourselves to be dead 

indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Let not sin therefore 

reign in your mortal body. Romans 6 

verses 4, 8, 11, 12. 

 
Know ye not that the unrighteous shall 

not inherit the kingdom of God. Be not 

deceived neither fornicators nor 

adulterers, nor  ruditi nor covetous nor 

drunkards nor revilers nor extortioners 

shall inherit the kingdom of God. 1 Cor 6: 

9,10. And if it seem evil unto you to serve 

the Lord, choose you this day whom ye 

will serve; but as for me and my house, 

we will serve the Lord.  Joshua 24: 15. 
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Figure 6 Plate 1 (carved coat of arms, and modern photo) 
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Figure 7 Plate 2 (carved coat of arms, and modern photo) 
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(Manuscript page 39) 

5.2 The pulpit is made of oak and beautifully carved supposed to be made with 

some of the old screen which formerly separated the Chancel from the body 

of the Church. It was made in the year 1624 (as appears on the canopy) and 

placed on the bottom of the old pulpit. 

 

5.3 Over the pulpit and directly opposite are two old images carved and painted 

bearing Coats of Arms See No 1 and 2. Near the west end of the middle aisle 

is the Baptismal font cut out of a stone 26 inches square. 

 

Figure 8 The Baptismal Font (and modern photo) 
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5.4 Over the singers gallery adjoining the Tower are the Royal Arms neatly 

painted in the reign of George the second. On canvas five feet and six inches 

square which was altered towards the latter end of the reign of George 3rd, 

when the Royal Arms of France on the shield within the Garter was obliterated 

and the Lions substituted in its place with a few other alterations which was 

done by an unskilful hand to the great discredit of the parish, on the top is G 

3rd R which formerly stood thus G. R 2nd 

 
(Manuscript page 40) 

5.5 On the right hand of the Altar under an arch formed in the wall is the ancient 

vase for the holy water with which the faithful were accustomed to sprinkle 

themselves. This water was supposed to be brought from a well called Holy 

Well situate in the midst of a wood belonging to an Estate called Bremridge.10 

  

5.6 The east end of the South Aisle was formerly vacant ground, supposed to be 

an Altar whereon seats have lately been erected for the accommodation of the 

Girls belonging to the Sunday School. On the right of which in the wall under 

an arch was also an ancient vase for the Holy Water. In this vacant ground the 

Parish Vestry meetings were usually held until of late years when it was 

removed to the chamber over the entrance to the churchyard. The Church 

Coffer 11 in which were deposited the Parish Documents also stood within this 

vacant spot and at one end of the said Coffer are also deposited the 

Sacramental plate, (viz) A Silver Flagon which weighs 2lbs 10oz 12drs. 

avoirdupois weight, on which is the following inscription  “The Gift of James & 

Mary Veale to the Parish of Hatherleigh 1768” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
10

  See [Manuscript] page 16 of this book. 
11

  This coffer was made by John Collins in the year 1739.  
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Figure 9 Plate 3 (Coats of arms from carvings in the Chancel) 
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Figure 10 Plate 4 (Coats of arms from carvings in the chancel & name detail from the east 
window of the south aisle) 
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(Manuscript page 41) 

5.7 A silver plate weighing, 8oz, 12drs, on which are the following inscriptions 

“Given by George Boughton Vicar 1728” “To God & the Church”. 

 

5.8 A Chalice, which weighs 1 lb, 7 oz, supposed to be purchased at the expense 

of the Parish. 

  

5.9 Against the wall of the south Aisle in the Chancel are ten Cherubs (Carved in 

wood) with shields bearing Coats of Arms, of which the Arms on four of the 

Shields are obliterated the remaining six are still visible, which I have copied 

into this book for which, see Plate 3rd, Nos 3, 4, 5, 6 and Plate 4th Nos 7 and 

8. 

 

5.10 In this Aisle may be seen the Red Roses  

applicable to  the  House  of   Lancaster.     

 Also in the east window painted on the glass are the Royal arms supposed to 

be done in the time of John of Gaunt duke of Lancaster the third son of King 

Edward 3rd, (See plate 5th Nos 3). 

  

This Church was dedicated to Saint John as may be seen by the name in the 

east window of this South Aisle which I have copied in this book exactly the 

same size and pattern as the original for which see Plate 4th No. 9. Also for 

particulars thereof, See a Bull so early as the time of Celestene 3rd, entitled 

“Bulla 

  
(Manuscript page 42) 

exemptionis et confirmatio omnium ecclesiarum et decimarum monasterio de 

Tavstoke”, dated the third year of his pontificate 1193 by which he confirms 

among other Grants to the Abbey of Tavistock, “Hatherleghe and the Church 

of St John the Baptist”. Not more than a Century ago the water used at the 

font, in the Church for Baptisms, was brought from St John’s well on 

Hatherlegh Moor, supposed, to be consecrated at the same time with the 

Church & dedicated also to St John the Baptist, as it retains the name of St 

John’s Well unto this day. (An annual fair is also held in this Town on the 22nd 

June or within 3 days after in honour of St John.) 

 

5.11 The south side of the south Aisle of this Church was newly seated in the year 

1825 which cost the sum of £26.10 as appears by the following extract from 

the Select Vestry book - A Select Vestry held 14th December 1824 Present 

Revd. C Glascott in the Chair, W C Morris Esq., J Day, T Northcott, George 

Pearse, J S Short & Joseph Risdon.  
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Tenders for new seating the south side of the Church having been laid before 

the vestry it is agreed that R H Edwards shall do it for the sum of £26.10 being 

the lowest tender. 

 

Signed    C Glascott 
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Figure 11 Plate 5 – (coats of arms from the east windows) 
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(Manuscript page 43) 

5.12 In the east window of the south aisle are Coats of Arms painted on the glass, 

see plate 5th Nos 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6. No. 3 is the Old English Arms supposed to 

be done for John of Gaunt duke of Lancaster who the inhabitants say gave 

the Moor to the Poor of this Parish. They have the following traditionary 

saying: 

“I John of Gaunt, do give and grant, 

Hatherleigh Moor, to Hatherleigh Poor, 

For evermore” 

 

No. 4 are the arms of Courtnay. John Courtnay the 23rd, Abbot was Heir to the 

earldom of Devonshire. Peter Courtenay Dean of St Peters was Consecrated 

Bishop by Thomas Archbishop of Canterbury on the 18th of November 1479. 

He was the 25th Bishop of Exeter. In the year 1485 he finished the North 

Tower of Exeter Cathedral and gave the clock bell therin bearing his Christian 

name Peter. He died 20th December 1491. In the same Cathedral is a tomb 

whereon are the effigies of Hugh Courtenay the 2nd (of that name) Earl of 

Devon who died in the spring of 1377, also of Margaret de Bohan his wife who 

died 16th December 1391 aged 80. This monument was erected at the 

expence of their son William Courtenay, Archbishop of Canterbury who died 

at Maidstone 31st July 1396. 

 
(Manuscript page 44) 

5.20 In the south aisle over the Chancel door, on a tablet is the following entry: 
Figure 12 Rev. C. Glascott memorial tablet (modern photo) 
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5.21 In the wall of the south aisle and in the north aisle opposite are ancient stone 

steps which formerly led to the Rood-loft between the Church & Chancel, 

whereon was placed the Rood, a Saxon word, which in the English language 

signifies a Crucifix, or the Image of Christ upon the Cross. Near the south 

door was a box with three locks and keys and a hole cut in the cover for the 

purpose of receiving Alms for the use of the Poor.  
 

(Manuscript page 45) 

One of the said keys was usually kept by the vicar and the other two by the 

Churchwardens. This box was destroyed when the new seats were erected in 

the year 1825 as being of no use since the paying of the Poor’s law in the 

reign of Queen Elizabeth.  

 

5.22 “Anciently the maintenance of the Poor was chiefly an ecclesiastical concern: 

a fourth part of the Tythes in every parish was set apart for that purpose. The 

ministers under the Bishop had the principal direction in the disposal thereof, 

assisted by the Churchwardens and other principal inhabitants. Hence 

naturally became established the parochial settlement. Afterwards when the 

Tythes of many of the parishes became appropriated to the monasteries, 

those societies had some share likewise (by reason of the said tythes and 

other donations for that purpose) in the relief of the poor, and the rest was 

made up by voluntary contributions. By the statute of 27th of Henry 8th Chapter 

25, the Churchwardens or two other inhabitants of every parish were to make 

collections for the poor on Sundays. By the 5th & 6th of Edward 6th Chapter 2 

the Minister and Churchwardens were annually to appoint two able persons, 

or more, to be gatherers and collectors of alms for the poor. By the 5th of 

Elizabeth Chapter 3, parishioners were to choose the said collectors and 

gatherers for the poor. By the 14th Elizabeth Chapter 5, the Justices 

  
(Manuscript page 46) 

were appointed collectors for the poor within every parish, and were also to 

appoint the Overseers of the Poor, whose office was nearly the same as it is 

at present, except only for collecting the money, which was done by the 

aforsaid gatherers or collectors.” 

 

          Burn’s Justice  

 

5.30 I shall now return to the Church. In the east window and the North Aisle is 

painted in the glass a Coat of Arms belonging to the family of Yeo who once 

flourished in this Parish, see Plate 5th No. 7. In this aisle is an image with the 

Arms of Courtnay thereon similar to one in the middle aisle, for which see 

Plate 1st No. 1. Also in this aisle are thirty images carved in oak about twenty 

two inches in height with wings attached to each of them supposed to 

represent some catholic saints of different orders as the carved Surplice and 
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wig vary in pattern. They are fixed near the roof against a neat carved oak 

cornice 12 inches broad. Four of the said images (which I have represented in 

the margin)  

 

Figure 13 Carving from the roof of the North Aisle 

 
 

have their Surplice so carved as to imitate fringed aprons. Each Image bears 

a shield but no arms painted thereon. It is supposed there were originally thirty 

two of the aforsaid Images in the aisle as there are two vacant places from 

which it appears that two 

  
(Manuscript page 47) 

have been taken away. 

 

5.31 In the north aisle near the door is a tablet containing the following inscriptions: 

 

Roger Walter of Ashbury Gent gave £30 to the Poor of this parish which 

has been bestowed in purchasing an annuity of 40 shillings yearly out of 

Berry in Douland forever. 

 

Walter Bennet of this parish who was buried the 30th of April 1681 gave 

£100 to the Poor of this parish the interest of it to be expended in Bread 

for their use and in a sermon to be preach’d on the 30th of April yearly 

forever. 

 

Joseph Gliddon of this parish who was buried the 22nd of August 1700 

gave to the Poor of this parish after the decease of his wife 10 shillings 

yearly forever to be paid out of his Land in Bulkworthy. 

 

John Lethbridge of this parish Gent, who was buried December 28th 1706 

gave £100 to the Poor of this parish to be employed to their use yearly 

forever, as the Vicar and Officers shall think fit. 
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Richard Lucas gave £50 the interest to be bestowed yearly in clothing of 

five poor people as have no pay of the parish. 
(Manuscript page 48) 

5.32 In the north aisle is another tablet containing the following inscriptions 

 

Mr John Eddy gave eight shillings to be paid annually on the 25th of 

December out of the Fields called Skilver Closes in this parish the same 

to be applied to the benefit of the Poor of the said parish.  

 

Mr John Paddon gave 10 shillings, to be paid annually out of Marshford 

in Hatherleigh the same to be given in Bread to the Poor of this parish. 

 

Mr John Northcott gave 10 shillings in Bread or two Bushels of wheat 

annually on the 17th day of March to the Poor of this parish out of Fields 

called Gibbons’s in this parish. 

 

5.33 On another tablet 12 in the north aisle is the donation to the Charity School 

painted thereon as follows: 

 

Charles Luxmoore Esq. gave to the Reverend C. Glascott £100 to 

instruct the youth of this parish in the Christian Doctrine. The interest 

thereof has hitherto been applied to the Charity School in this Town and 

is forever to be applied to the same use at the discretion of the Vicar and 

Church wardens for the time being. 

 
(Manuscript page 49) 

5.34 The Church is well lighted having thirteen large windows therein, besides a 

skylight window over the singers gallery. The window at the east end of the 

middle aisle is of fine gothic structure formed of granite 13 feet in height and 9 

feet in breadth consisting of five lights of glass. There is also a fine gothic 

window at the east end of the south aisle 13 feet high and 7½ feet wide on the 

glass of which are painted Coats of Arms 13. The Nave is connected with the 

aisles by five arches on each side, the middle arches from the centre to the 

floor are about 15 feet in height each. It is painful to obseve the accumulation 

of whitewash which effectually obscures and buries the boldness and relief of 

the capitals which are composed of granite. The roof was not all plastered 

until the year 1745 as appears by an entry made in the Church wardens book 

of which the following is a copy: 

                                                 
12

  NB 
The above tablet has been removed, Mr Glascott having added £50 to the above sum of £100 
making together £150 which he has placed in the Exeter Savings Bank and a tablet to that effect 
has been placed over the Chancel door.  

  
13

 See plates 5
th
 Nos 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6 
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Hatherleigh Parish} February 23rd 1745. At a Vestry held for that purpose it 

was proposed and agreed that so much of the parish Church of the said 

parish as is not already plaster’d in the Roof shall be forthwith plaster’d by 

way of subscription. Signed George Boughton Vicar, James Veale, Faithful 

Fortescue and William Wivell.  

 

5.35 Many respectable persons are buried in the Church. From the year 1738 to 

the year 1823, fifty have been buried therein for which a fee of 6s. 8d. each 

has been paid to the parish, besides others who have been buried 

  
(Manuscript page 50) 

in the Chancel belonging to their Impropriator for which no fees are paid to the 

parish. 

 

5.36 Burying the dead in and near the Churches originated from the custom of the 

primitive Christians frequently assembling at the tombs of the Martyrs, to sing 

praises to God for their happy deliverance and by other acts of piety to fortify 

their own minds patiently to endure like persecutions, that they might obtain 

the like glorious crown of Martyrdom. Mr Strutt informs us that before the time 

of Christianity it was held unlawful to bury the dead within Cities or Towns, but 

they used to carry them out into the fields hard by, and their deposit them. 

  

5.37 The following monuments erected in the south aisle of Hatherleigh Church  

 

To the memory of George Arnold of this parish Merchand who died 10th 

November Anno Domini 1665 

 

Reader 

 

Would’st thou a holy pattern find 

Then here are two that suit the mind 

And if thou would’st be in their state 

Then labour them to imitate 

What’s due to God, and man still pay  

For so conveniently did they  

All virtues did in them abound 

And charity their virtues crown’d 

 

 

Also Ann his wife who died the 19th of January Anno Domini 1688 
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(Manuscript page 51) 
 

Figure 14 John Lethbridge Memorial 
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(Manuscript page 52) 

On a plain white marble against the south wall 

 

Sacred to the memory of John Paddon Gent 

Who died 13th September 1797 aged 65 

Also of Jane his wife 

Who died 28th of May 1782 aged 52 

Whose remains are interned in the 

Middle Aisle of this Church 

 

On a stone against the North Wall over Reed pew (with the Coates of Arms 

painted round the stone) is the following inscription, see plate 6, No.s 1, 2, 3, 

4 and plate 7 no. 5, 

 

Piae memoriae Johannes Yeo Fily Johannis Yeo 

de Reed Ar: et Mariti Anna Filia Henrice 

Harding de Long Briddy in Agro 

Dorsett Ar: qui mortalitatem deposuit 15th 

die Octob: 1662, Amoris ergo, Uxor amans 

olim unice Delecta; nunc solitarie 

Relicta hoc posuit A0 Elatis 63 

 
 

In memory of William son of William Wivill 

William Wivill who was buried 

November 20th 1707 

Likewise in memory of Jane Daughter of the said 

John Fortescue & Joan his wife who was Of this parish who was buried 

October the 10th 1695 

And also of John son of John Fortescue 

Of this Town Gent by Joan daughter of the said 

Buried 

August 12th 1711 
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Figure 15 Plate 6 – Coats of arms from the North Aisle 
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Figure 16 Plate 7 - Coat of arms from the North Aisle 
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(Manuscript page 53) 

 

5.40 On the Floor of the Church 

 

“The custom of laying flat stones in our Churches and Church-yards over the 

graves of better sort of persons, on which are inscribed Epitaphs containing 

the name, age, character &c. has been transmitted from very ancient times as 

appars from Cicero and others”. See Brand’s Antiquities. 

 

5.41 Inscriptions upon the floor of the Chancel at the upper end of the Middle Aisle. 

 

To the memory of Elizabeth the wife of George Boughton 

Clerk and Daughter of Leonard Yeo Esq. 

This stone is with sorrow placed 

Who having adorned this life 

As a Daughter Wife Mother Sister Friend 

and early filled up 

the measure of her duty here 

passed to that life, 

Which is the reward of such goodness 

In the 34th year of her age 

On the 27th of April in the year of our Lord 

1736 

Here also lie the Bodys of her Daughters, Mary 

buried September 24th 1762 aged 28 years & half, 

Elizabeth buried October 14th 1741 aged 5 years and half. 

 
(Manuscript page 54) 

5.42 On a plain marble stone adjoining the last is the following inscription 

 

Here lieth the body of 

The Rev’d Geo. Boughton A. M. 

Fifty seven years 

The Diligent, Faithful & Exemplary 

Vicar of this Parish 

Who died the 2nd of August 1778 

In the 81st year of his age. 

Also Mary the second Wife of the above 

George Boughton 

Who died March 9th 1795 aged 88 

Having Faithfully and Conscientiously 

Fulfilled all the Dutys of her Station. 

Here also are deposited the remains of 
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Joan Herring, Sister of the above Mary Boughton 

Who died January 10th 1793 aged 91. 

Here also are deposited the remains of George 

the Son of the above George and Mary Boughton 

Who died on the 10th day of August 1819 in the 74 year of his age. 

 

5.43 In the same Aisle on the north side of the Communion are the following 

inscriptions 

 

Here lieth in hopes of a joyful Resurrection the 

Body of Anne the wife of Digory Martin and 

Daughter of the late Mr Oliver Rowse both of this 

Town who was Buried the 28th day of May in the 

year of our Lord 1743 in the 52nd year of her age. 

Here also lieth the body of Mr Digory Martin 

Husband of the above Mrs Martin who departed 

this the 4th July 1762 aged 68. 

 
(Manuscript page 55) 

5.44 In the same Aisle on the south side of the Alter   

 

John Betty Surgeon of this Parish and Second 

son of Willm Betty Collector of the Customs 

at Hull in the County of York 

died July 5th 1823 aged 31 years. 

 

5.45 Inscriptions upon the floor of the middle Aisle  

 

Underneath are interred the remains of 

John Darke 

Who departed this life October 24th 1789 aged 83 

And Mary his Wife who died April 21st 1781 aged 74 

Also Dorothy, John and Stephen Darke 

(Children of Thomas and Elizabeth Darke) 

who all expired in infancy 

Also Thomas Darke Gentn, Son of the above 

J & M Darke who died the 15th June 1799 aged 63 

Also of Mary Wivel 

Daughter of the above T Darke who died the 

25th day of Janry. 1805 aged 28 

Also of Mary Darke 

 Martyn 

Granddaughter of the above TD aged 18 months 
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Also of Elizabeth 

Wife of the above T Darke 

Who died the 21st day of April 1806 

Aged 52 
(Manuscript page 56) 

5.46   

Underneath the two seats on the north side 

Of this stone are deposited the Remains 

Of John Allin Gent 

of this Parish and late of Thuburrough in 

The Parish of Sutcombe 

Who died the 20th day of Janry 1822 

Aged 73 years 

Also the Remains of Dorothy Allin Wife of 

The above John Allin 

Who died the 20th day of Janry 1804 

Aged 61 years 

Also the Remains of John Allin son of 

The above John and Dorothy Allin 

Who died the 2nd day of July 1804 aged 29 years 

 

5.47   

In the memory of Nicholas Gaffill of Guildford in the 

County of Surrey who was here buried the 8th of April 

1746 in the 67th year of his Age - Also Dorothy wife 

of the above Nicholas Gaffill and daughter of Henry 

Savage of Wandsworth in Surrey who died the 19th day 

of September 1755 aged 58 – Also Nicholas Gaffil son 

of the above who died the 27th day of April 1781 

aged 68. Also Willmot Gaffill relict of the 

late Nicholas Gaffill who died the 7th of March 

1797 aged 86 – Also Dorothy their Daughter who 

died the 6th of October 1788 aged 16 – Also Jane 

Gaffill daughter of the above Nicholas and Willmot 

Gaffill died June 13th 1835 aged 90. 

 

5.48    

Underneath the two seats on the north side of this stone 

lies the body of Mary Gaffill wife of William Gaffill died the 14th 

of June 1803 aged 67 – and also Mary Smale their Daughter 

died the 16th of Janry. 1821 aged 57. And William Gaffill husband of the 

above died December 3rd 1821 aged 81. 

Ann Cock sister of the above Mary Gaffill died April 29th 1828 aged 86. 
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(Manuscript page 57) 

5.49   

Elizabeth the Daughter of 

John and Elizabeth Honeychurch of this Town 

Who was buried Febry.  the 5th 1739 

Aged one year 3 weeks and one day 

One year 3 weeks and just one day 

Was my appointed time 

God call’d me then, I must away 

My breath for to resign 

Farewell my friends and parents dear 

Now parted we must be 

Man’s life is counted but a Span 

Think on Eternity 

Also here lieth the body of the above-said 

John Honeychurch 

Who departed this life the 26th day of July 

1752 d 52 years 

 

5.50     

Underneath be the Remains of 

John Paddon Gent 

Who died the 13th of September 1797 

Aged 65 

Also of Jane his Wife 

Who died the 28th of May 1782 

Aged 52 

 

5.51   

In pious memory of            Hutchings 

of ……….niock who was here interred 

the 18 Day of February Anno Dom. 1679 

Ætatis suæ 36 
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(Manuscript page 58) 

5.52 In the Chancel at the east end of the South Aisle are the following Inscriptions 

on the Floor. 

 

Here Lyeth the Body of 

Susanna Veale 

Daughter of Walter Veale late Rector of 

Iddisly 

Buried November the 29th 1668 

 

Joseph Hockaday was here buried 

Ye 21st day of April 1723 

 

Here Lyeth 

In hope of A Joyful Resurection 

The Body of Humphrey Specket 

Gentleman 

Who departed this life and was here Buried 

On the 4 Day of September 

Anno Domyni 1654 

 

Mary the Daughter of 

Mr Arthur Titherly and Mary his Wife 

Died ye 13 day of January 1746 

Aged 13 years 3 months and 3 days 

Also 

Arthur Titherly Gent 

Died 19 March 1820 aged 77 

 

Here lyeth the Body of Francis Rowse who was Buryed 

The - day of Septem. Anno 1679 Resurgam 

 
(Manuscript page 59) 

Inscriptions upon the floor of ye South Aisle. 

 

Here lyeth in hope of a Joyfull 

Resurrection ye Body of Susanna ye Wife of 

William Phips of this Towne Habidasher 

who was buried ye 10th day of July in the year of our 

Lord God Ano Dom 1721 

Shee died in ye 61 year of her age. 

 

Here 

Lieth the Body of Richard ye Son 
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Of Richard Garland and Elizabeth his Wife 

Who departed this life the 11th day 

of September 1750 

In the 7th year of his age. 

 

Here lie the Remains of 

Richard Short 

Who died May 14th 1821 

Aged 62 

Also of Joanna the Widow of 

the said Richard Short who 

died May 30, 1833 Aged 65 † 

 

† This stone has been replaced by another bearing the following inscription. 

Beneath this stone lie the Remains of 

Richard Short who died May 14 1821 Aged 62. 

Also on the north side hereof lie the Remains of 

Joanna the Widow of the said Richd Short who 

Died May 30th 1833 Aged 65. 

 
(Manuscript page 60) 

5.53 At the east end of the North Aisle in the Chancel on the floor are the following 

inscriptions. 

 

Figure 17 Inscriptions in the Church floor for John and Anne Yeo 

 

  

HERE LYETH 

IOHN YEO OF 

LYTELL : WOOD 

THE SONNE 

OF NYCHOLAS 

YEO ESQVYRE 

WHO DYED THE 

13 DAY OF ….. 

1587 14 

OF AGE 88 

 

 

 

HERE LYETH 

ANNE THE 

WYFE OF 

JOHN YEO HER 

FATHER 

HONICHURCH 

HER MOTHER 

COVLSE . DY 

ED. THE .. 

 

                                                 
14

  1597 according to Registers 
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Here Lyeth 

Robert Yeo 

The son of John Yeo 

1582 

 

Here Lyeth 

Elyzabeth the Wyef of George Yeo 

Of Fyeslieg Esquire who died 

X0 Apryl0 

1605 

 
(Manuscript page 61) 

Mary late Wife of Mr John Hutchings of 

Petrockstow and Daughter of Mr Thomas 

Orchard of …………..   buried February 18 1679 

Also John Hutchings their son 

who died an infant 

Was here interr’d the 25th of September 

1666 

 
 

5.54 A Brass Plate 18 inches long and 14 inches wide with the above Arms 

engraven thereon was formerly fastened to the stone containing the above 

inscription, which has lately been carried away. This Plate was afterwards 

brought to me by Mr William Bolt of Torridge Inn and given to his son Mr 

Henry Bolt. 
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(Manuscript page 62) 

Here Lyeth 

George: Yeo:   of 

Huyshe Esquire 

Who dyed at Fyeshliegh the 

15th 

of March 1606 15 

 

Here lieth the Body of Gertrude Yeo 

Whose splendid vertues all ye world did know 

Her life was filled with Deeds of Charity 

Therefore many did Weep, Lament and Cry 

When their Loveing Benefactrix did Dye 

To Husband, Friends & Children shee was kinde 

Fewe such examples here are left Behinde 

Scarce any soule upon this earth doth live 

More ready to forget and to Forgive 

Yea this I may most safely say 

Scarce can the like be found for Piety 

Now Shee is gone & hath obtain’d the Crown 

In heaven where joyes & pleasures doe abound 

And there in presence of her Lord and Kinge 

Sweete Hallelelujahs evermore shall Singe 

Shee was the wife of             George Yeo of this 

Towne Gent who                       departed this life June ye 29 

Ætatis          Suæ 36 

                                                 
15

  It appears from the Register that the afores’d George Yeo was buried March 22
nd

 1606 - Gertrude 
Yeo on the 1

st
 day of July 1697. 
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(Manuscript page 63) 

5.60 The Tower contiguous to the church is within 26 feet of the west fence of the 

yard, measures 24 by 22 feet outside at the base, is a strong plain stone 

building, 63 feet high to the Leads, the steeple above the leads is 50 feet in 

height making together 113 feet 16. On the top of the steeple is a weather cock 

made of copper which measures from the bill to the top of the tail 18 inches. 

“Weather cocks were put on the top of steeples in Papal times to remind the 

Clergy of watchfulness.” In the Tower are seventy six stone steps which lead 

up as far as the Battlements, close to the steeple from thence the 

commanding prospect is delightful and well worth the labour of ascending. 

The Battlements round the steeple measure from the leads on which you walk 

4½ feet in height. In this Tower are six bells cast by Thomas Belbie of 

Columpton in the year 1812. The Tenor weighing 1511 lbs. Until the year 

1796 there were only five bells as appears by the following copy from the 

Vestry book 17. At a meeting held Easter Monday, March 28, 1796 it was 

agreed as follows – That the Crazed Bell shall be recasted (and that an 

additional Bell shall be casted to be made tunable to the old five Bells if it can 

be done by subscription). In this Tower is also the Town Clock which is very 

ancient. On one of the wheels is engraven “G Lashbrook 1687”. 

 
(Manuscript page 64) 

5.61 In the Belfry of Hatherleigh Tower on plaster tablets was formerly painted the 

following verses 

 

 We ring the quick to Church 

The dead to grave 

Such is our usuage 

Hoping such to have 

 

He that doth ring in Hat or Boot or Spur 

Or Mar a peal, or overturn a bell 

He shall pay sixpence for each crime 

Twill make him cautious at another time 

 

“The Towers that nobles make their trust 

Will fall and moulder in the dust 

For time pulls down the proudest halls 

And highest Spires and strongest walls” 

                                                 
16

  The steeple was repaired & painted in the year 1827 across the top of the steeple is 2 feet 6    
 inches.    

17
  In the year 1796 Mr Pennington was paid £35:6 for new casting the old fifth bell etc. 
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(Manuscript page 65) 

“Whate’er of earth is form’d to earth returns 

Dissolv’d:  the various objects we behold, 

Plants, animals, this whole material mass 

Are ever changing, ever new. The Soul 

Of man alone, that particle divine 

Escapes the wreck of worlds, when all things fail. 

Hence great the distance ‘twixt the beasts that perish 

And God’s bright image, man’s immortal race.” 

Somervile 

  

Then shall the dust return to the earth &c. 

      Ecclesiastes 12,7 

 

6 IN THE CHURCHYARD 

6.1 In Hatherleigh Church yard are upwards of one hundred and fifty tombs. On 

some of them are the following inscriptions. 

 

In memory of Nathaniel Wivell Gent. Late of 

Polsworthy in this parish who was here buried the 

7th day of September in the year of our Lord 1780 

Aged 64 years 

You that pass by, pray cast an eye 

As you are now so once was I 

As I am now so you must be 

Prepare for death and follow me 

 

Here lyeth the Body of William Bennett who departed 

this life April 22nd 1704 

 

6.2 On several stones (among others) are the following inscriptions 

 

BK, 1691, JB 1691, JS 1691, MA 1742 

 

Jane Toms died January 31st 1745 aged 59 
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(Manuscript page 66) 

In the memory Richard Wivell Gent. late of Polworthy 

in this parish who was here buried the 3rd day of March 

1790 Aged 41 years 

Death with his dart did pierce my heart, 

When I was in my bloom of prime, 

Never lament but be content, 

For it was God’s appointed time 

 

Here lieth in hope of a joyful resurrection the Body of 

Jane Wivell who was here buried the 7th day of 

January in 1790 Aged 70 years 
Before eight weeks were past and gone, 

Was buried here Mother and Son, 

By fatal death were call’d away, 

To live with Christ and never die. 

 

In memory of George Smale of this parish who 

was here buried the 23rd day of January 1793, 

in the 20th year of his age 18 
Then welcome death thou sure release, 

From trouble in to realms of peace, 

This world I willingly resign, 

To enter into Joys divine, 

Farewell my pains begone my fears, 

For death a gentle friend appears, 

Great God I wait thy kind decree, 

Lord let me die to live with thee. 

 

(Manuscript page 67) 

Sacred 

to the Memory of John Smale of this Town, he 

departed this life the 10th day of Febry. 1803 Aged 63 years. 

Also Mary the wife of the above John Smale 

departed this life the 16th day of June 1803 Aged 72 years. 
Afflictions sore long times we bore, 

Physicians were in vain, 

Till God did please, death should us seize, 

And ease us of our pain. 

 

In memory Frances Lady Harrington 

Relict of Sir Edwd. Harrington of Bath, Knt., 

and wife of John Goss of this Parish, who on 

Janry. 19th 1823, Aged 65, terminated her mortal 

career 

                                                 
18

  The Union Benefit Society was formed on the 1
st
 day of Jan

ry
. 1763, of which Mr G Smale 

 was the  first member & principal promoter at whose house it was first held. 
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Amiable, affable and free, 

Affectionate, and kind was she, 

And sweetly condescending, 

A wife of most intrinsic worth, 

She sought for heaven while here on earth, 

By virtuous steps ascending. 

 

But death with a resistless pow’r, 

Came in an unexpected hour, 

And quench’d the vital flame, 

O, then remember and obey, 

Her family motto - “Watch and Pray” 

Long live her much loved name. 
19

 

 
(Manuscript page 68) 

The following is copied from an inscription on the tomb of Mr R King formerly 

Landlord of the George Inn in the Town. (Poetry by Mr J Goss) 

 

Sacred to the memory of Richard King20 

of this Parish who died the 20th day of March 1816 

in the 58th year of his age. 
Approach with Awe here sleeps a King! 

Whose Soul from earth has taken wing 

From this vain world its toys and toil 

I’m gone - to reign my name is Roy’l 

Believe in Christ from sin refrain 

Then you above like Kings shall reign. 
21

 

 

From a Tomb erected to the Memory of Mr W Weeks Landlord of the London 

Inn in this Town is copied the following (Poetry by Mr J Goss) 

 

Sacred to the memory of William Weeks of this 

parish who died the 25th day of May in the year 

of our Lord 1816, in the 60th year of his age. 
My name is time or parts of time 

Or Weeks compos’d of sevens, 

O may my Saviour wash my crime 

And raise me to the heavens! 

My days are gone yet Weeks remain, 

                                                 
19

  This poetry was by Mr John Goss the husband of Lady Harrington. 
20

   [Transcription note – see Manuscript page 413 for an addendum adding his wife Mary’s 
   inscription] 
21

  In the window of the George Inn was found written on a pane of glass with a diamond the 
   Following lines, which soon afterwards appeared in print in the Devonshire Freeholder 
 Trav’ler this Inn which some call mean, 
 Approach with Awe - here lives a Queen, 
 Nay start not at so strange a thing, 
 For truly she’s a female King, 
 So rich her soups - her hashes - minces 
 My Boys -you here may live like Princes! 
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Dear Wife and friends from tears refrain. 

 (Manuscript page 69) 

John ye son of John and Ann Merrifield of this 

Town died Apr ye 11th  1755 aged 15 years 22 

By floods of waters I was swept 

Out of this painful world, 

In floods of tears I left my friends, 

To think where I was hurl’d, 

 

But since you have my body, 

And laid it in the dust, 

My innocence hath fitted me, 

To live among the just. 
23

 

 

Erected to perpetuate the Memory of Robert Smale of Fishleigh in this 

Parish who died the 22nd day of October 

AD 1817 aged 59 years 
Of life’s hard toil I took my share 

   No want in my abode 

For mercy sweeten’d every care 

   And blest me in my God 

Forbear to ask whose dust lies here 

   Beneath this turf or stone 

Remember thou must soon appear 

   Before thy Judge’s throne 

 

Here lie the remains of Thomas Roberts late of 

Exeter who died on the 18th day of Decr. 1811 in the 

71 year of his age 

Also of Jane the widow of the said Thomas Roberts who 

died on the 14th day of Janry. 1817 Aged 71 years. 

Also of Mary Aged 2 years, Thomas Aged 5½ years 

& Stephen Aged 1½ years, Grandchildren of the above 

Thomas & Jane, and Children of Thomas and Mary Roberts 

of this Parish. 

 

(Manuscript page 70) 

“Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord” 

Erected to perpetuate the memory of John N. Southcombe 

of this parish who departed this life the 25th day of Febry. 

1824 aged 61 years - Also of Catherine Southcombe 

Wife of the said John N. Southcombe who departed 

this life the 15th of Febry. 1824 aged 66 years 
Thrice happy they who safely wafted o’er 

Death’s rapid stream, experience grief no more 

                                                 
22

   [Transription comment - Burial Register entry trancription - 12
th
 December 1754 !] 

23
  John Merrifield was drowned in the river near Hatherleigh Town. 
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From suff’rings free they sing in sweetest lays 

The Saviour’s triumph and exalt his praise 

Reader who’er thou art, at once be wise 

Renounce the world, and seek the heavenly prize 

‘Tis Christ that calls, his gracious voice obey; 

Time flies - death hastens why should you delay? 

Beneath a Father and a Mother lie, 

And soon, or late, dear Reader you must die. 

 

Here lye the bodies of Mr James Bryett late 

of This Towne Surgeon who was buried ye 8th day 

of April 1729 aged 70 

and of Mary his wife who was buried the 29th of 

September 1707 aged 36. 

 

6.3 I shall now leave this gloomy Mansion of the Dead knowing that very soon my 

Body will also moulder in the earth & my Soul will become an inhabitant of an 

invisible world - Reader whenever you view a Monument, a tomb or 

Churchyard, “The Shroud, the mattock and the Grave”, “The deep damp vault 

the darkness and the worm” let them remind thee of the great work thou hast 

to do - ”Prepare to meet thy God”.  
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(Manuscript page 89) 

7.31 On 29th day of May 1832 a Monument to the memory of the late Revd C 

Glascott was fixed over the Chancel door in the Parish Church of Hatherleigh 

by Mr James Stephens, Statuary Exeter, which cost the sum of £38. On which 

is the following inscription; 

 
Near the Communion Table in This Church 

lie the mortal remains 

of the Reverend Cradock Glascott A.M. 

Forty nine years Vicar of this parish. 

A Christian and scholar, 

He consecrated all his talents to the work of his Ministry; 

from the pulpit peculiar Eloquence and fervour. 

He displayed the Father's everlasting love, 

The Atonement, Righteousness, and full salvation of the Son. 

The sanctifying grace of the Eternal Spirit, 

and all the joys and Triumphs of a purifying faith, 

In the active discharge of his Pastoral duties, 

He lived and laboured only to exalt a Saviour’s Love 

and to promote the salvation of Sinners. 

Having uniformly evinced the purity and sincerity of his principles, 

from early life to the age of 89. 

He departed in the full assurance of Hope,  and 

entered into Glory, August 11th 1831. 

His grateful parishioners erected this Monument. 
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(Manuscript page 93) 

 

 

 

Figure 20 The Old Vicarage House 
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Bread, and Annually on the Twenty fifth day of December, by the person or 

persons that shall be lawfully possessed, and intitled to, the said two fields, 

and for the surer performance of the said payment to be made (if it shall be 

neglected and unpaid by such Person or Persons who shall be possessed of 

the two fields which is bound for the payment thereof), then its my will and 

desire that the then acting Churchwardens, and Overseers of the said Poor, 

shall enter on the said two fields and Distress the same until such payment, 

with its arrears (if any be), shall well and truly be made, which is the true intent 

and meaning hereof”. 

 

Signed, Sealed & published 23rd July 1777 

 
(Manuscript page 113) 

10 EXTRACT OF DEEDS RELATING TO CHURCH HOUSES  

10.1 No. 1 

 

Grant or Conveyance of the Parish or Church house C/o William Cornew and 

Richard Seldon, Guardians &c. of the parish Church of the Virgin Mary in 

Hatherleigh in the County of Devon,72 Unto John Yeo Gent., Edmund Stowell, 

John Hoper, John Crocker of Lewer, John Bagator & William Rede, 

Containing eighty feet in length, sixty feet in breadth and ten feet in passage 

to the Cemetery or Churchyard.73 - This Deed is dated 10th day of June in the 

37th year of King Henry 8th, 1546. 

 

10.2 No. 2 

 

Feoffment deed between John Yeo of Hatherleigh, Gent.  and John Crocker of 

Lewer, of the 1st part, George Yeo,  Nicholas Specott,  William Yeo,  John 

Gill,  John Yeo the son of Robert Yeo of Lytlewood, William Hooper, John 

[Northcott?], John Bagtor, Joseph Stowell & John Medland of Medland, as 

Feofees for the purposes mentioned in the original Deed (no.1), of another 

part. This deed is dated 14th Feby. In the 27th year of Queen Elizabeth AD 

1584.  Signed & Sealed on the 21st of March in the same year. 

 

Possession was taken by John Bennett & James Wonacott Attornies (persons 

mentioned in the 1st deed), on the 20th day of December in the 30th year of 

the Queen’s reign, and presently delivered over to George Yeo Esq. Nicholas 

                                                 
72

  [Transcription comment – margin note is faint but appears to mention the Virgin Mary church 
name.] 

73
  A.D. 1810 Present length of Ch. Houses 82 ft. 6 In.  Gateway 10 ft. 6 In. 
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Specott Gent,  John Yeo,  Jasper Stowell & William Hooper to the use of all 

the Parish, in the presence of - Leonarde Yeo &c. &c. &c. 

 
(Manuscript page 114) 

10.3 No. 3 

 

Lease of part of Church house for 99 yrs 

 

Indenture made the 1st day of January in the 4th of the reign of his Majesty 

King Charles Anno Domini 1628. 

 

Between John Yeo the younger, Alexander Lethbridge Gent, &c. &c. of 

Hatherleigh in the County of Devon, of one part, and James Willmotts of the 

same place, of the other part.  Witnesseth that the said John Yeo and by 

virtue of a Deed 74 dated 20th of October in the 17th year of our late King 

James 1st, were enfeoffed by John Yeo the Older, Father of said John Yeo the 

younger, of Hatherleigh aforesaid Esq. in one house called the Priest house, 

also, the Church house, with one other house adjoining in the East part of the 

aforesaid house, situate lying and being within the parish of Hatherleigh 

aforesaid, to certain uses, intents and purposes in the said deed, mentioned 

and expressed more at large appeareth “now for and in consideration that the 

said James Willmotts or his assigns, at his or their own proper Costs & 

charges, shall before the first daye of November next ensuing the date hereof, 

absolutelye finish and end one new Chamber and one enterclose which he 

hath alreadye begann to erect in one under or ground room, being part of the 

aforesaid Priest house or Church house, and adjoynynge next unto William 

Frost’s house on the West, and to Edward Leggs house on the East, beinge 

also part of the aforesaid Pish House or Church house and contaynynge in 

length about Tenne feet be it more 

 
(Manuscript page 115) 

or less within the said enterclose and Mudd or Clobb Wall”.  Have demised 

leased &c. unto the said James Willmotts, the aforesaid under or ground room 

and so much Chamber room as is over the said under or Ground room.  To 

have & to hold the aforesaid premises &c. unto the said James Willmotts, his 

executors, administrators & assignes, from the date hereof, for & during & 

until the full end and terme of fourscore & nineteen years fully, to be compleat 

and ended of Grace, the now wife of the said James Willmotts, Edmund their 

son & Grace their daughter, or any one of them shall happen so longe to live 

yieldinge and payinge therefore yearly unto the said John Yeo the younger, 

Alexander Lethbridge, John Hooper & John White or to their heirs &c. to the 

                                                 
74

  Lost 
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use of the poor parishioners of Hatherleigh aforesaid Sixteene pence of lawful 

English money by quarterly payments. 

 

Signed, Sealed & delivered   With usual Covenant for repairs &c.                       

in the presence of         Dated Jan. 1st Anno Domini 1628               

Edmund Edye, William Frost 

 

10.4 No. 4 

 

Feoffment Deed for the Church Houses 

 

To all Christian people to whome this present writing indented shall come, I 

William Wivell of Hatherleigh in the County of Devon, Gent, send Greeting in 

our Lord God everlasting. 

 

Whereas John Lethbridge, heretofore of Hatherleigh aforesaid, Gent 

deceased, being in his lifetime by good and lawful conveyances, in the law 

jointly enfeoffed with diverse other Substantial Inhabitants of the said parish, 

of & in all those houses & tenements commonly called, or known by the name 

of, the Church house, belonging 

 
(Manuscript page 116) 

To and Situate in the said parish of Hatherleigh, upon trust and Confidence 

only to and for the use of the whole parish and Parishioners of the same, as 

by the said Conveyance more largely would appear, and Whereas all the said 

Co-Trustees, except the said John Lethbridge, being dead, he the said John 

Lethbridge (pursuant to the trust reposed in him and according to the 

directions in the said original Grant and Conveyance thereof) in and by his 

Deed + or writing under his hand, and seal duly executed, bearing date the 

first day of May in the year of our Lord One thousand six hundred and ninety 

one, setting forth and mentioning that he, the said John Lethbridge, had 

survived all the rest of his fellow Feoffees or Co Feoffees & intending to 

perform the said trusts in him reposed, in doing the best that in him lay, that 

the aforesaid houses might be employed & have continuance forever for the 

Benefit of the said Parishioners of Hatherleigh as it was first purposed and 

intended, did enfeoff and Confirm with him the said John Lethbridge, George 

Yeo then of Hatherleigh Gent, but now deceased, and me the said William 

Wivell, of and in all the land of the aforesaid Houses, with the appurtenances 

to the same belonging, to such uses, limitations, intents & purposes and in 

such manner, form and condition as therein is expressed and declared and to 

no other use and intent or purpose whatsoever (that is to say) that he, the said 

John Lethbridge with the said George Yeo and me the said William Wivell, or 

any two of us, or the survivor of us & the Assigns of such survivor, should 
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from thenceforth from time to time and at all thereafter forever permit and 

suffer the Church 

 
(Manuscript page 117) 

Wardens of the aforesaid parish of Hatherleigh and their successors, to 

receive levy and take the rents, revenues, issues and profits to be issuing out 

of, or by reason of the said premises, or out of any part or parcel of the same, 

and thereof at Easter yearly forever, at the times accustomed, to yield, render 

and make a true and perfect account to the Parishioners of the said parish, To 

the intent that the receipts, profits and arrearages of the same might be wholly 

converted and justly employed for and towards the repairing of the aforesaid 

parish Church, according to the discretion of the Churchwardens for the time 

being, and according to the true intent and meaning of the Original Grant or 

Conveyance thereof, And that the Co Feofees and the Survivors and Survivor 

of them and their Assigns should from thenceforth from time to time, and at all 

times thereafter, let or set or otherwise convey the premises, or any part or 

parcel thereof, for term of life, lives, or yearly rent, to any person or persons of 

the aforesaid parish to whom they should think fit (Old people born in the 

aforesaid parish being chiefly to be respected), And that so good & godly 

disposition should remain and have continuance forever as it was purposed 

he did declare the further intent, purpose, and true meaning of the said Deed 

to be that when so many of the said Co feofees should happen to die as that 

there should remain but one or two of them to perform the said trust 

committed to them, that then he or they so surviving the rest, should convey 

the premises and every part thereof in Fee simple and all the estate, term and 

interest which they or either of them should have in the said house or houses, 

unto certain other Substantial and trusty persons of the aforesaid 

 
(Manuscript page 118) 

parish as either he or they should think fit to appoint and trust, To have & to 

hold all the aforesaid Houses &c. to the said John Yeo and me, the said 

William Wivell, and unto our Assigns and to the Assigns of the Survivor of us 

forever to and for the uses, intents, and purposes hereinbefore expressed &c. 

Now know ye that I, the said William Wivell (surviving all of my fellow Feofees, 

and being desirous that the said houses may forever hereafter come, remain, 

and be for the benefit of the said parish of Hatherleigh and the Parishioners 

thereof as it was first intended by the Donor thereof, and in pursuance of the 

trust reposed in me by the said John Lethbridge, Have Given, Granted, 

enfeoffed and conveyed &c. unto George Boughton, Clerk (the present Vicar 

of Hatherleigh), Walter Veale of the same, Esquire, Philip Chrispin of the 

same, Yeoman, William Wivell the younger, my son, Abel Moxhay, Henry 

Spear and Arthur Spear of Hatherleigh aforesaid, Yeoman, All and singular 

the said Houses &c. as are hereinbefore and in the said Original Grant thereof 

mentioned and expressed, provided that when so many of the Trustees shall 
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happen to die as that there shall be remaining but one or two of them to 

perform the said trust, that then he or they so surviving the rest shall convey 

the premises &c. unto certain other substantial and trusty persons of the 

aforesaid parish as he or they shall think fit and proper to nominate and 

appoint for that purpose &c. &c. 

 

   Dated 27th Dec. in the 10th year of     

  the reign of his Majesty George 2nd. Anno Dom 1736 

 

    Signed by Willm. Wivell 

 
(Manuscript page 119) 

10.41 Memorandum on the back of the preceeding Deed 

 

Be it remembered this 27th day of December One thousand seven hundred 

and thirty six. That peaceable and quiet possession and Seisin of the 

premises within mentioned, was had, and taken by, the within named Arthur 

Titherly, the Attorney within mentioned, and was by him delivered to the within 

named George Boughton, To hold to him and the rest of the within named 

Trustees for the uses, intents and purpose within mentioned, according to the 

true intent and meaning of the within Deed in presence of us 

 

  Maurice Angell 

 

  John Lashbrook 

 

Copy of registers of the burials of the preceding Trustees 
 

William Wivell the elder buried at Hatherleigh July 20    1742 

George Boughton, Vicar  Do. Aug  4     1778 

Philip Chrispin  Do. July 29    1756 

William Wivell the younger Do. May 13    1767 

Abel Moxhay  Do. Sept 17   1744 

Henry Spear Do. Jan 9       1738-9 

Arthur Spear  Do. March 8   1746 
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(Manuscript page 120) 

10.5 No. 5 

 

Lease from Feoffees to Overseer of ye poor 

By Indenture bearing date 24th of March in the 10th year of the Reign of his 

Majesty George 2nd, Anno Domini 1736 Between William Wivell of 

Hatherleigh in the County of Devon Gent, Geo. Boughton Clerk, Walter Veale, 

Philip Chrispin, William Wivell the younger (son of the said William Wivell) 

Abel Moxhay, Henry Spear & Arthur Spear.  (Feofees in trust of certain 

Houses commonly called, or known by the name of, the Church houses, 

belonging to and situate in said parish of Hatherleigh) of the one part, and 

Bartholomew Coombe, Arthur Southcombe and John Perkins, Overseers of 

the Poor of the parish of Hatherleigh aforesaid, of the other part.  Witnesseth 

that the said William Wivell &c. have Demised &c. All & Singular the said 

houses with the Appts. (Except and always reserved out of this present Grant 

& demise free liberty for the Officers and other Inhabitants of Hatherleigh 

aforesaid, from time to time and at all times as often as they shall think proper, 

during the term hereinafter mentioned, to hold their monthly meetings and to 

do other parish business in the Chamber over the Church Gate as the present 

Officers and other Inhabitants of the said parish of Hatherleigh now do).  To 

have and to hold unto the said Bartholomew Coombe, Arthur Southcombe 

and John Perkins and their successors for and during the full term of One and 

twenty years fully to be compleat and ended, they the said Overseers of the 

Poor & their successors, yielding & paying therefore, yearly and every year 

unto the Churchwardens of Hatherleigh aforesaid and their successors the 

 
(Manuscript page 121) 

yearly rent of Five Pounds. 

 

 (Usual covenants for re entry in case of non payments &c.) 

 

And the said Feoffees do authorise the said Church Wardens and their 

successors to receive the rents and profits justly employing the same towards 

the Parish Church of Hatherleigh aforesaid and keeping the said Houses in 

tenantable repair, and also yearly (at the accustomed times of making up the 

Churchwardens Account to the Parishioners of Hatherleigh aforesaid &c. 

according to the true intent and meaning of the original Grant or Conveyance 

thereof. 
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10.6 No. 6 

 

Berry Annuity 

 

Exemplification of Fine with Proclamation levied in the Court of Common 

pleas at Westminster in Hillary term in the 7th Year of the Reign of her 

Majesty Queen Elizabeth, of one Annuity or yearly rent of 40s. to be paid out 

of five & thirty acres of Land, five acres of Meadow, and 20 acres of Pasture 

with the Appurtenances in Dowland in the County of Devon, payable at the 

Feasts of St. Michael the Archangel, the Birth of our Lord God, the 

Anunciation of our Lady Mary the Virgin, and Nativity of St. John the Baptist, 

by even portions with a Clause of Distress for levying of the said rent or 

Annuity if the same should be left unpaid after the days limited for the 

payment thereof. 

 

10.7 No. 7 

 

A Deed bearing date 23rd of October Anno Domini 1630 (After reciting the 

Fine passed in 7th of Elizabeth) 

 

 John Hamlyn and Richard Hamlyn of St.Teath in the County of Cornwall, for 

and in Consideration of the sum of Eight and twenty pounds of lawful money 

unto the said John Hamlyn, by John Yeo of Reede Esquire, John Yeo 

Gentleman, son of the said John Yeo, John Yeo of Fishley Gent, Alexander 

Lethbridge, Walter Bishop, Nicholas Locke, John Locke, William Ford, John 

Burdon, John Morcombe, John Dennys, Edmund Edye, John Speare and 

Jerome Hooper, Yeomen, all of the parish of Hatherleigh, well and truly paid 

 
(Manuscript page 123) 

the receipt whereof the said John Hamlyn doth acknowledge have Granted, 

Bargained, Sold, transferred and confirmed unto John Yeo Esquire &c. the 

aforesaid Annuity or yearly rent of Forty shillings, issuing forth and taken out 

of, in and upon, the aforesaid five and thirty acres of land, five acres of 

Meadow and twenty Acres of Pasture, with the Appts. in Dowland aforesaid, 

and out of, in and upon every or any part or parcel of the same, Quarterly to 

be paid at the feast days aforesaid by even portions together with full liberty, 

power and authority from time to time to enter and Distrain in and upon the 

premises for the levying of the said yearly rent, if the same or any part shall  

happen to be unpaid at and after any of the feast days limited for payment 

thereof, and to proceed in and prosecute law thereupon so far forth as the 

aforesaid fine doth import,  To have & to hold the said annuity or yearly rent of 

Forty shillings unto the said John Yeo &c. their Heirs and Assigns forever. 
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     With usual Covenants &c. 

 

Also the said John Hamlyn doth hereby will and authorize William Ridge, 

Tennant of the aforesaid premises, to pay or cause to be paid unto the 

Vendees aforesaid or some of them and to their heirs, the Annuity aforesaid 

as the same shall henceforth grow due and payable Quarterly by even 

portions as he hath heretofore paid the same unto the said John Hamlyn, 

beginning the first payment thereof at the feast day of Saint Michael the 

Archangel last past before the date hereof, and this present Deed shall be his 

sufficient Warrant and discharge for the same 

 

 (Manuscript page 124) 

Signed Sealed and delivered in the presence of 

 

 William Cowles, Johannis Bursdon,   John Smalecombe 

 

“When Vendees all are layed in dust 

 

Know, they were for the poore in trust” 

 

10.8 No. 8 

 

A Bond of £50 on John Hamlyn and Richard Hamlyn of St.Teath in the County 

of Cornwall, Gentlemen, to John Yeo of Reed in the parish of Hatherleigh, and 

others 75 of the said parish bearing date the 23rd of October in the 6th year of 

the reign of his Majesty King Charles AD1630 

 

 The Condition of the above Obligation is that if the above John Hamlyn & 

Richard Hamlyn and either of them and either of their Heir and Heirs 

Executors &c. shall at all times hereafter well and truly observe, perform, 

accomplish, fulfil and keep the Covenants and Agreements specified in one 

Bargain and Sale or Deed poll bearing date the same, or like date, of these 

presents made, sealed and delivered by them the said John Hamlyn 

 & Richard Hamlyn unto the said John Yeo Esquire &c. containing (among 

other things) a Bargain & sale of one Annuity or yearly rent of 40s. issuing out 

of certain Lands and Tenements in Dowland in the said County of Devon, 

which on the part of them, the said John Hamlyn & Richard Hamlyn or either 

of them, their Heir or  

 

                                                 
75

  Same names as mentioned in last Deed No.7 
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Heirs Executors Administrators, are or ought to be observed, performed, 

fulfilled or kept according to the purport, true intent and meaning of the said 

Deed &c. 

 

10.9 No. 9 

 

To all true Christian people to whom this present writing shall come, John Yeo 

the Elder of Reed Esquire, John Yeo the younger Gent, son of the said John 

Yeo the elder, John Yeo of Fishleigh Gent, Alexander Lethbridge, Walter 

Bishop, Nicholas Locke, John Locke, William Ford, John Burdon, John 

Morcombe, John Dynnes, Edmund Edye, John Speare and Jerome Hooper, 

all of the parish of Hatherleigh in the County of Devon, send Greetings in the 

Lord God everlasting.  Whereas Roger Walter late of Ashbury in the said 

County of Devon, Gent, deceased, in and by his last Will and Testament gave 

the sum of Thirtie pounds lawful money of England, and appointed the benefit 

and Gift thereof to remain to and among the poor people of the parish of 

Hatheleigh aforesaid, for the tyme beinge forever, which sum of monye after 

his decease was accordingly paid by his Executor to certain of the Inhabitants 

of the said parish to be by them laid out 

 
(Manuscript page 126) 

accordinglye to Witt to and for the use of the poore people aforesaid, which 

the said Inhabitants have hereunto done and performed or endeavoured so to 

do to the uttermoste of thiere powere.  And thereby finding that the so 

employment of the said same at large will be very dangerous, to and for a 

continuance and preservation of the same accordinge to the intention and will 

of the giver, thereof they have thought it good to bestow the said Sum of 

Thirtie pounds so that the sum by Goddes permission may be continued, and 

have perpetual continuance, and the benefit and profit thereof may be 

employed to and for the use of the poore people aforesaid, which was meant 

and proposed by the geever thereof as aforesaid. And therefore the 

purchasers before named Doe hereby publish and make known to all men 

that they have secured and bought to them and their Heirs, to and for the 

benefit of the poor people of the saide parish, for the time beinge, with the 

said sum of Thirtie pounds of and from John Hamlyn and Richard Hamlyn, 

both of them of the parish of St.Teathe in the Countie of Cornwall, Gentlemen, 

viz. £28 76 paid to the said John and Richard Hamlyn and 40s. and some more 

monie for the charge of paying of a ffyne and other assurance, they the said 

                                                 
76

  This in the original is mark’d thus  xxviii 
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John and Richard or one of them, lawfully seized thereof of a good and 

perfect estate of inheritance in fee simple or fee tail general, One Annuitie 

 

(Manuscript page 127) 

or yearly rent of fourtie shillings lawful money of England, issuing forth and 

Quarterly payable by even portions, out of certain Messuages, Lands and 

Tenements lying within the parish of Dowland in the County of Devon 

aforesaid, forever, & whereas the same use is not expressed in the purchase 

deed of the said Annuitie bearing date 23rd day of October laste paste before 

the ……… Therefore they the Parishioners and purchasers of the said 

Annuitie aforesaid have caused these presents to be made to manifest the 

said Annuite to upright minds and dealings in the premises, and do hereby 

cause it to be knowne to the worlde that they or any of them or any of their 

Heir of Heirs or Assigns shall or may not at any time, claim or challenge the 

said Annuity or any part thereof to any of their own use or uses, but that the 

said annuity might so remain and continue forever to and for the use of the 

poor people aforesaid, as it was expressed by the Donor of the consideration 

thereof as aforesaid,  And therefore also they and every of the purchasers and 

Co Feoffees of the said Annuity do for them and any of them, by and for 

himself, singularly and not jointly, but each by and for himself his Heirs and 

assigns hereby vow, promise and agree that when, and as soone as the 

moste part of the purchasers and Co Feoffees before named shall be deade 

so as there shall not be or remain above the number of two or one of them 

alive, then such survivors and Co Feoffees, them his and their heire and 

heires and assigns shall and will effectually conveye & assure the said 

Annuitie and rent charge of Fortye shillings 
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per annum with the purchase deed thereof before recited and mentioned in 

fee simple, and his and theire estate and estates right title and interest of and 

in the same, unto certain other honest meete and trustye persons of the same 

parish, such as the greater number of the parishioners of Hatherleigh 

aforesaid for the tyme being, shall nominate and appoint To have & to hold 

the said annuitie to them and their heirs and assigns, to and for the use of the 

poor people of the said parish of Hatherleigh forever, and that if any of the 

said Co Feoffees or purchasers before named, or any of their Heirs or such as 

shall have their estate or estates of and in the said Annuitie, doe or shall 

neglect, refuse or withstand the bestowing of the same or any part thereof to, 

upon or amongst the poor people of the parish of Hatherleigh aforesaid for the 

tyme beinge, contrary to the true intent and meaninge of the Donor of the 

consideration thereof aforesaid, that then from thenceforth he and they so 

offending contrary to the purport and true meaning of these presents, shall 

forceably be exempted and dissabled any further to meddle with the said 

Annuity, or to have any thing to do with the same, And his and their Estate 
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and Estates so offending of and in the said Annuitie shall forthwith cease, end, 

and determine, and the resydue 77 of the purchasers and Co feofees of the 

same aforesaid, and their Heirs and Assigns, shall thenceforth and always 

afterwards stand seized of the said Annuities to and for 
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the use and behofe of the poor people of Hatherleigh aforesaid, for the time 

being for ever, any thing in the said recited deed of purchase contayned to the 

contrarye in any wise notwithstanding. In witness whereof they the aforesaid 

purchasers and Co feoffees to this their present deed, their hands and seals 

have set hereon the 16th November in the year of the reign of our Sovereign 

Lord Charles the Sixth, by the Grace of God of England, Scotland, France 

Ireland, King defender of the Faith, AD 1630. 

 

Sign Sealed and Delivered in the presence of Abel Sellie minister of the within 

Written parrish, Robert Bagbeare and John Kimp, Church wardens and others 

whose names are hereunder written. 

 

Abel Sellie (vic),   John Kimp,     Robert Bagbeare,   John Bursdon, Constable 

 

10.09.1 The following memorandum is copied from the parish register No 1 – 

 

Shortly after my induction into the Church of Hatherleigh, the parishioners of 

Hatherleigh demanded of me certain stock of monie which was given by 

diverse persons to be lent out to the poore by my father: But forasmuch as 

noe man could testifie the certainty of the summe which was delivered to my 

father, or which remained in his hand at the tyme of his death; It was then 

agreed upon that whereas, there was [??] of Mr Walters stock of £30 lost, if I 

would pay 40s. towards the making up of the same, I should be called to noe 

farther account, which 40s. was accordingly payed to Mr Alexander 

Lethbridge, and by him delivered over when the annuitie was bought to me 

 

Aprill 19 – 1640                                    Abelem Selly  

 

                                                 
77

  Resydue [Transcription note, footnote added later to clarify the original word in the text ?] 
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10.10 No. 10 

 

A deed of Fine relating to the yearly annuity of 40s. payable out of Berry in 

Dowland from John Hamlyn &c. to John Yeo, Alexander Lethbridge, William 

Bishop, Nicholas Locke &c. 

 

15th day of … in the ...year of the reign of King Charles 1st   AD... 

 

10.11 No. 11 

 

An Order or Faculty from the Consistory Court of Exeter to repair the Parish 

Church of Hatherleigh by a rate or Tax on the inhabitants, dated at Exeter the 

6th of June 1615. 

 
(Manuscript page 131) 

10.12 No. 12 

 

A Copy of Walter Bennet's Will as far as relates to the Poor of the parish of 

Hatherleigh. 

 

Item I give and bequeath to the Poor of the parish of Hatherleigh aforesaid 

and the Minister thereof for preaching a sermon yearly, the sum of one 

hundred pounds, which said poor shall not be relieved by the parish aforesaid; 

but shall be Poor old Labouring or Tradesmen and Women, to continue a 

stock forever, And my will and meaning herein is and I do by these presents 

declare the same, that after the term of two years next after my death my 

Executrix shall, with two sufficient persons besides herself, seal a Bond or Bill 

yearly (so long as my Feoffees hereinafter named, shall think fit to leave the 

said one hundred Pounds in her hands) for the payment of the said sum of 

one hundred pounds, and five pounds interest for the same yearly; and no 

more than five pounds yearly interest shall be paid for the same forever, 

Which said sum of five pounds shall be forever distributed by the Overseers 

for the Poor, in the sum of twelve pence or eighteen pence every Sunday in 

the year, in Bread, as the said Overseers for the Poor shall think fit, which 

distribution of Bread is to be made in the forenoon. And also the said 

Overseers for the Poor shall pay, also out of the said yearly interest of five 

pounds, to the Minister of Hatherleigh aforesaid, the sum of ten shillings 

yearly forever, for preaching a sermon yearly on the same day of the month in 

which I shall be interred, And farther my Will intent and meaning is; and I do 

hereby desire, impower, authorize, and put my trust and confidence in  
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John Lethbridge, Gent, Robert Hooper, yeoman, Abel Moxhay, Groom & 

Joseph Moxhay Groom my Cozen and their Heirs from Generation to 

Generation forever, and all other persons that they shall from time to time, or 

at any time hereafter elect to join with them in this Trust & Power, to take 

yearly Bonds with two sufficient Suretys besides the principal at the Feast of 

Easter, and also to receive the said yearly Interest of five pounds, and pay it 

over to the Overseers for the Poor, to be paid and distributed as before is 

expressed. And I hereby enjoin my Executrix to Transcribe this my last will in 

Parchment and to lye and to lye and remain in the Church Coffer of the parish 

aforesaid, and lastly my will is, that after the sermon yearly to be preached as 

aforesaid, all such money as shall be in the hands of the Overseers of the 

Poor undistributed, shall then be in Bread distributed to the Poor before 

nominated. 

 

Signed, Sealed and Published April 17th 1681. 

     in the presence of  

Thomas Perkin, Budgett Towenden,  

Tristram Martin, Richard Perkin. 

 

The above will was proved at Exeter before Docr. Edward Masters, Chancelor 

to Revd. Lord Thomas Lamplue, Ld. Bishop of Exon 28th July 1681 

 

The copy in the Church Coffer is engrossed on Parchment  

 

NB The Testator buried 13 days after signing his will April 30 – 1681 

 

NB The Lease of Biddecombe belonged to Walter Bennet at the time of his 

death, was leased to him by Yeo of Huish Esq. Also Hall leased to him by 

John Arscott of Tetcott. The fee of Moortowns he purchased of Samuel Rolle 

Esq. and gave the same on his will (dated as above) to his Cousin Joseph 

Bennet (Son of his uncle Edward Bennet late of Petrockstowe, deceased) and 

all deeds concerning the same unto the said Joseph Bennet his Heirs & 

Assigns forever. 
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10.13 No. 13 

 

Moxhays Deed of Trust for Bennet's £100 

 

By Indenture bearing date 10th day of February in the 12th year of the reign of 

her Majesty Queen Anne AD 1713. 
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After reciting the Will of the late Walter Bennet and also of the £100 being 

kept out at interest, and the said interest applied accordingly to the intent of 

the Donor, and whereas by the deaths of the said John Lethbridge, Robert 

Hooper and Joseph Bennet, the whole burden of the said trust then remained 

upon the said Abel Moxhay, the only surviving Trustee in the said will named. 

Now know yet that the said Abel Moxhay pursuant to the authority and power 

given him by the said last Will and Testament to the intent and purpose  that 

the said £100 given as aforesaid may forever hereafter remain as a stock in 

the said Parish of Hatherleigh, and that the £5 yearly interest arising there 

from may be applied by the Overseer of the Poor of the said parish for the 

time being to such uses &c. according to the Charitable intention of the said 

Walter Bennet, Have Elected, Nominated, and Chosen Abraham Dennis of 

Northley in the County of Devon Esquire, Walter Veale of Iddesleigh in the 

County aforesaid Clerk, William Wivell of Buckland Filleigh in the County 

aforesaid Gentleman, John Rowse of Hatherleigh in the County aforesaid 

Clerk, Henry Spear of Hatherleigh aforesaid Yeoman, Arthur Spear the same 

place Yeoman, Richard Turner the younger of the same Yeoman, & Thomas 

Ford of the same parish and County 

  
(Manuscript page 134) 

aforesaid Yeoman, Some of the Principle and most Substantial Inhabitants of 

payers of the said parish of Hatherleigh aforesaid, to be Trustees and to act 

with me the said Abel Moxhay in performing the said trust and to see that the 

said £100 be yearly placed out at Interest in sure sufficient hands and sure 

security as that the same may forever hereafter remain as a stock in the said 

parish for the benefit of the Inhabitants, according to the said Testators intent, 

and that the yearly interest thereof may be yearly paid over to the Overseer of 

the Poor of the said parish t be distributed and be paid to the Minister and the 

poor people of the said parish of Hatherleigh, according to the direction of the 

said Will and to the intent that so good and Charitable an act may forever 

remain and that the said money may be constantly employed to the purposes 

aforesaid, it shall and may be lawful to and for me and for the said Abraham 

Dennis, Walter Veale &c. &c. and their Heirs when so many of them be dead 

or that the number of them be reduced to two or three, to elect and choose 

such other principal Inhabitants of the said parish of Hatherleigh, as they shall 

think fit to elect to join with them in the performance of the said trust. I Witness 

whereof &c. &c.    Abel Moxhay. 

 

Sealed and Delivered in the presence of us  

Edmond Spear 

John Fortescue 

Digory Martin 
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10.14 No. 14 

 

By Indenture bearing the date 16th April in the 16th year of the reign of his 

Majesty George 2nd , AD 1743. 

 

Whereas Walter Bennet did by his last Will and Testament &c. 

 

And whereas on the death of John Lethbridge &c. &c. Abel Moxhay did 

by his Deed Poll bearing the date 10th February 1713 Elect, nominate, and 

choose Abraham Dennis of Northley in County of Devon Esquire, since 

deceased, Walter Veale and others, all deceased except me the said Arthur 

Speare, and whereas by the deaths of them the said Abraham Dennis, Walter 

Veale, John Rouse William Wivell, Henry Spear, Richard Turner, Thomas 

Ford and the said Abel Moxhay (being a Lunitick), the whole burden of the 

said trust now remains upon me the said Arthur Spear, pursuant to the power 

given him by the said recited Deed, Hath elected, nominated, and chosen 

George Boughton, Clerk, Vicar of Hatherleigh aforesaid, James Veale of 

Hatherleigh aforesaid Esquire, Philip Chrispin of the same Yeoman, John 

Northcott the younger of Hatherleigh Timberman, John Spear of Hatherleigh 

aforesaid Yeoman, Arthur Southcombe of the same Millar, some of the 

principal Inhabitants and payers of the said parish of Hatherleigh, to be 

Trustees and to act with me the said Arthur Spear in the performing of the 

said trust, and to the intent that so charitable an act may for ever hereafter 

remain, It shall and may be lawful to and for me, and for the said George 

Boughton, James 
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Veale, Philip Chrispin, John Northcott, John Spear and Arthur Southcombe 

and their Heirs, when so many of them be dead as that the number of them 

shall be reduced to two or three, to elect and choose such other principal 

Inhabitants of the said parish of Hatherleigh as they shall think fit to elect, to 

join with them in the performance of the said trust &c. &c. 

 

     Arthur Speare 

 

Sealed and delivered in the presence of us  

Maurice Angell the second 

Arthur Titherly  

The mark of Grace Hellier  
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10.15 No. 15 

 

The paper numbered 15 in the Church Coffer is another copy of Walter 

Bennet's Will and on the same paper is the following: 

 

An abstract of Charitable Donations as returned upon Oath before the 

Justices on 19th September 1786 

 
 

Table 10-1 Charitable Donations as returned - 1786 

     £      s      d 

Walter Bennet  100:    0:     0 

Joseph Gliddon (the yearly interest of which to be paid 
out of his land at Bulkworthy) 

   10:    0:     0 

Richard Lucas #    50:    4:     2 

John Lethbridge Esq    31:    4:     0 

Roger Walter to purchase an annuity of 40s per year out 
of Berry 

   30:    0:     0 

John Northcott    10:     0:    0 

John Eddy      8:     0:    0 

 £239:    8:    2 

# This should be £50 & Lethbridge £31:8:2  

     

(Manuscript page 137) 

10.16 No. 16 

‘ 

A Copy of John Lethbridge’s Will as far as concerns the £100 given to the 

Poor of Hatherleigh. 

 

In the Name of God Amen the fourteenth day of July in the fifth year of the 

Reign of our Sovereign Lady Anne by the Grace of God of England, Scotland 

France & Ireland, Queen defender of the Faith &c. 

 

Forasmuch as all men are mortal and nothing there is so certain as Death and 

nothing so uncertain as the time thereof, Wherefore I John Lethbridge of the 
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parish of Hatherleigh in the County of Devon Gent, being at this present 

although aged and deceased in Body, yet of sound and perfect mind and 

Memory, praise be to God for it, Revoking and hereby disannulling all former 

and other Wills, Testaments & Legacies by me at any time heretofore made, 

given and bequeathed, Do make and ordain this my present Testament, 

Containing herein my last Will and Testament in manner and form following, 

and in the first place I do commend my Soul into the hands of Almighty God 

my Creator, constantly believing that by the Sole and only merritts Death and 

passion of Jesus Christ my Redeemer I shall be everlastingly saved and my 

sinful Body to the earth after the manner of Christian Burial, there to remain 

until the coming of my aforesaid Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, to Judgement 

by whose Almighty power I do constantly believe it shall be raised again to 

everlasting life and immortality, and for my temporal estate in Lands, Monies, 

Goods and Chattles which it hath pleased God to endow me with, I do give, 

devise, limitt  and appoint the same as followeth;  

 

“Items I give and bequeath to 

  
(Manuscript page 138) 

unto the use and behoofe of the Poore of the parish of Hatherleigh aforesaid 

the sum of One hundred pounds of lawful English money to be paid by my 

Executor hereinafter named, at the end of three months next after my 

decease, and the same to be imployed and bestowed to the use of the Poor 

aforesaid, according to the directions of the Vicar and Officers of the said 

parish of Hatherleigh forever.” 

 

10.16.1 A Copy of John Lethbridge's Will is engrossed on parchment and 

deposited in the Church Coffer – The Testator lived five months and fourteen 

days after the signing of his Will, he died on the 28th December 1706. 

 

10.17 No. 17  

 

A Bond bearing date 14th day of July 1707 Between George Yeo Gent, and 

George Yeo Junr. of Hatherleigh, and John Rouse, Vicar of Hatherleigh, 

Thomas Ford and Henry Speare, Church Wardens, Abel Moxhay, Andrew 

Vanstone and Richard Turner, Overseers of the Poor of the said parish. 

 

The conditions are as follows  

 

Whereas John Lethbridge late of Hatherleigh in the County of Devon Gent, 

deceased, did in and by his last Will and Testament (amongst other things) 

give and bequeath unto the use 
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and behoofe of the Poor of the parish of Hatherleigh aforesaid, the sum of 

One hundred pounds which was to be paid by his Executrix at the end of three 

months next after the decease of the said John Lethbridge, and to be 

employed and bestowed to the use of the Poor aforesaid, according to the 

discretion of the Vicar and Officers of the said parish of Hatherleigh, yearly 

forever as in and by the said Will relation being thereunto had more at large 

appeareth, And Whereas the above bounden George Yeo Senr. & George 

Yeo Junr. have taken upon them to pay the abovesaid sum of One hundred 

pounds, Now the condition of this present obligation is such that if the said 

George Yeo and George Yeo Junr. or either of them, their or either of their 

Heirs, Executors or Administrators, do and shall well and truly pay or cause to 

be paid unto the above named John Rouse, Thomas Ford, Henry Spear, Abel 

Moxhay, Andrew Vanstone and Richard Turner or any or either of their 

Executors, Administrators or Assigns, the said sum of One hundred pounds 

lawful English money with lawful interest, for the forbearance thereof at or 

upon the five and twentieth day of March next ensuing the day of the date of 

this present obligation to the sole & only use, benefit and behoff of the Poor of 

the parish of Hatherleigh aforesaid, that then this present obligation to be void 

and of no effect, or else to be and remain in full force and virtue. 

 

Sealed and delivered in the presence of us This being written on double six 

penny stamp paper    George Yeo Senr,      George Yeo Junr.  

 

Robert Heddon,  John Berry  

The sign of Mary X Taylour     
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10.18 No. 18 

 

Whereas by Agreements bearing date the 27th day of August 1812 Between 

George Pearse, John S Short, Christopher Palmer, James Essery, Ann 

Essery and John Turner Junr. each being an Inhabitant and Freeholder within 

the Borough of Hatherleigh, It was thereby agreed with the consent and 

approbation of the Vicar and Church Wardens & other proper authorities to 

erect a Gallery in the west end of the south Aisle of the parish Church of 

Hatherleigh aforesaid, and the seats therein to be allotted to each of the 

aforesaid persons as is particularized on the back hereof, for their only use & 

benefit without any interruption or molestation whatsoever, And whereas the 

papers signed by the Vicar & Church Wardens aforesaid, together with other 

documents relating to the aforesaid Gallery (which was erected AD 1812) 

having been destroyed by some unavoidable accident. Therefore we Cradock 

Glascott Vicar, W C Morris & John S Short Church Wardens, for the time 

being do approve of the erection of ye aforesaid Gallery & ye allotment of 

seats therein for ye benefit of ye persons aforesaid & their assigns & do 

hereby confirm the same by our signatures hereunto witness our hands this 

12th day of January 1824. 

 

C Glascott Vicar,    William C Morris,    John S Short.  

 

Table 10-2 Allotment of seats in the gallery at the west end of the south aisle - 1824 

Allotment of Seats 

No. 1 James Essery   

2 John S. Short No. 7 John S. Short 

3 Ann Essery 6 George Pearse 

4 Christopher Palmer 5 John Turner 
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10.19 No. 19 

  

Nicholas Locke & Arthur Dodge Hospitall Rate 1634 

 

Table 10-3 Hispitall Rate  (payed out ) - 1634 

 £ s d 

Given to Irish Gent June 21st in presence of Mr Sellie 78   4 

To foure Irish people in the presence of John Burdon   7 

To Joan Child a poor woman that was taken up by the Constable & 
sent to ye next tithing in the presence of John Lake 

  1 

Paid Gibbons his boy for carrying ye said woman to the next tithing    2 

Gave Mrs Temple an Irish Ministers wife in the presence of Mr Sellie   2 

Gave an Irish woman in the presence of John Burdon   1 

Gave John Bennets boy who was carried to the next tithing in 
presence of John Bursdon & Walter Bishop 

  2 

Gave to Julian Carthy an Irish woman and her two children who 
were carried to the next tithing in the presence of Walter Bishop 

  2 

Paid the head Constable for midsummer quarter  9 1 

Paid the head Constable for arrears that the old Church Wardens 
left to pay 

 5 3 

Gave to Richard Gray a Scottish Souldier in presence of Mr Selly   3 

Gave to Wilky a Souldier in presence of John Locke, John Burdon   2  

Paid Mr Lethbridge for making the Hospital Rate    2 

Gave one Moore a poore Man of Stratton in presence of Walter 
Bishop 

  2 

Gave an Irishman in presence of John Burdon   2 

Gave a Souldier a Gentleman that came from ye Kingdom of 
Sweden in the presence of Walter Bishop 

  12 

Gave to 14 Irish people at several tymes in presence of Walter 
Bishop that were sent to the next tithing 

  19 

Gave 8 Irish people in presence of John Burdon   3 

Gave 2 souldiers whereof one had his hand cut off in presence of W 
Bishop 

  2 

Gave James Taylour a Souldier once billitted in this Towne   2 

Paid the head Constable for the Michaelmas quarter  11 3 

Paid the head Constable for the Christmas quarter  9 1 

                                                 
78

  Mr Sellie was the Vicar of Hatherleigh 



 

111 

 

Gave a poor fellow at the Communion Table in presence of Mr Yeo 
& Mr Lethbridge 

  3 

Gave two Irishmen in presence of John Bursdon   2 

To two other Irish in presence of Walter Bishop   2 

To two Irish women in presence of Walter Bishop   3 

To an Irish man in presence of John Bursdon   2 

Gave to Mrs Mary George an Irish Gentlewoman   2 

Payd the head Constable the twelth of March  8 6 

Payd him likewise at Easter Sessions  11 7 

Payd Walter Bishop which hee gave to poore people   10 

To 3 poor people which were brought from Idslie January 7   3 

Gave to carry y to High Heanton   2 

To 3 poore people brought from Meeth February 2   2 

Payd to carry y to Stow   1 

To five poore people brought from Idslie March 2   4 

Payd to carry y[on?] to Ingarly   2 

To three Irish people brought from Monkokehampton November 2nd    4 

Payd for carrying y[on?] to High Heanton   1 

Payd for carrying a man to Meeth upon an Horse and for meate for 
him 

  6 

For keeping and casting this account   6 

  
So the summe of said disbursments is £3 5s. 8d.  

So wee have Layd out more than wee have received 3s. 2d. 

 

Of February 1632 

 

This accoumpt was examined and allowed by us whose names are hereunder 

written 

 

John Yeo 

John Burdon 

John Speare 
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(Manuscript page 143) 

10.20 No. 20 

 

A Terrier of the House and Glebe of the Vicarage of Hatherleigh 

 

The Vicarage House 

 

is built with Mud and covered with Thatch; consists of fifteen rooms on two 

floors, including the dairy and cellars. The kitchen about 16 feet long , eleven 

broad, six and a half high; the hall nineteen long, sixteen broad, nine high; the 

parlour sixteen square, seven high; the rest are small rooms below stairs for 

the uses above assign’d, and above stairs for study and lodging rooms. 

 

The Glebe 

 

Contains the Reed Park three Acres and half; Barn Park half an Acre and 

fourteen yards; Orchard Three parts of an Acre and eight yards; Gardens and 

Courts sixty nine yards and half; Bowmans or the Great Meadow Two Acres 

three quarters & six yards & half; The Long Close two Acres and half & nine 

yards; A little spot which goes in from it, in which sometimes Hops, sometimes 

other things have been tilled, Eighteen yards; the nearest Red.hill one Acre 

and half; the farthest Red.hill One Acre and half & seventeen yards; the 

Nursery One Acre and Sixty yards; East Century two acres Three Quarters 

and nineteen yards; North Century five acres; the higher Gratton One Acre 

One Quarter and Thirty four yards; Lower Gratton One Acre and half and 

eleven yards; Eastwood one Acre and half and Twenty two yards; the Beare 

Three Acres and half and seven yards; great Reedlake two acres and three 

Quarters; little Reedlake Three quarters of an Acre and eighteen yards; the 

Triangle One Acre half a Quarter and nine yards; Fishleigh Cross Three Acres 

 
(Manuscript page 144) 

one quarter and Eighteen yards; The Barn Stable and outhouses are included 

in the measure of the Courts and Gardens. This is a true Terrier witness our 

Hands 

  

George Boughton Vicar 

 

John Darke,   Arthur Southcombe - Church Wardens 

 

John Honeychurch,  Robert Lane - Overseers 
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10.21 Nos. 21 and 22 

 

Two Savings Bank Books, Numbered 16281 and 17894 For £3 and £143. 

 

An extract from the aforesaid Deeds & from No.1 to No.22 has been copied 

into the Church Wardens Account Book and signed by the Church Wardens 

as being received & deposited in the Church Coffer, This was afterwards 

copied into the New Church Wardens Book No.2 and the following entries 

made thereon 

 

10.22 No. 23 

 

Parcel of Letters &c. relating to the Charities 

 

10.23 No. 24 

 

An old vestry minute book from AD 1796 to 1822 

 

10.24 No. 25 

 

An old Church Wardens Book from AD 1738 to 1824 

 
(Manuscript page 145) 

10.25 No. 26 

 

An old Overseers account book from 1811 to 1826 

 

10.26 No. 27 

 

The Poor Rate made on the Quarter Sessions order by the Surveyors George 

Gould & William Routley in the year 1824. 

 

The Deeds relating to the Vagafield annuity having been lost many years 

since it was thought advisable by the Parishioners to accept of an offer made 

by Mr Harris the proprietor of the Estate to redeem or repurchase the said 

annuity for the sum of £100 and accordingly the Minister and Church Wardens 

executed a Deed of Sale to that effect and placed the proceeds £100 in the 

Devon and Exeter Savings Bank October 7th 1829 to account No 16281. 

 

10.27 No. 28  

 

A Select Vestry Minute Book AD 1822 to 1831. 



 

114 

 

 

10.28 No. 29  

 

An old Overseers account book from 1826 to 1832 

 

10.29 No. 30 

 

Plan specifications and Faculty for the Gallery and Vestry room on the north 

side of the Parish Church Built 1832 & 1833. 

 

10.30 No. 31 

 

A lease for 99 years of Moor or Locks parks granted by Sir Hugh Acland Bart. 

of Broad Cliste & others to Richard Friend of Hatherleigh for £30 heretofore in 

possession of John Locke Decd. with right of way over Lew Moor or other 

lands of one Hugh Acland of Acland Devon, Dated 24th year of Charles 2nd 

October 2nd 1672. 

 

10.31 No. 32  

 

Tithe Map & Book of Apportionment AD 1841 deposited with the Revd. S Feild 

at the Vicarage. 

 

10.32 No. 33 

  

[donations 1605 ?] 
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(Manuscript page 376) 

 

31 EXTRACTS FROM THE  REGISTER OF THE PARISH 

CHURCH OF HATHERLEIGH COMMENCING THE 22ND DAY 

OF NOVEMBER 1558  O.S. 

31.1 The first register book begins thus; 

 

“A Register wherein the names of all those which have been Baptised 

Wedded and Burried are trulie set downe according to ye Canon made in the 

?? yeare of the Queens Maiesties reign ? nowe is begininge Anno Dm. 1558 

script ? Ro. Sell. Vic. Ibid” 

 

31.2 The first name on the book is John Northam who was buried the 22nd day of 

November 1558 

 

The first Baptism is Nicell daughter of Walter Beere 22nd November 1558 

 

The first Marriage was celebrated 14th January 1558-9 

 

Table 31-1 Parish Register Extracts – monthly no. of births, marriage & deaths – 1558-1559 

Total number of Baptims, Burials and Marriages from 
Novr. 1558 to Decr. 1559 inclusive  

1558 Bapt. Burl. Marrg. 

November 1 3 " 

December 2 1 " 

January 5 5 1 

February B B M 0 3 0 

March 1 1 0 
1 2 0 

1559   March 0 1 0 

April 2 2 2 

May 6 5 0 

June " 3 2 

July 1 1 1 

August 4 1 0 

September 4 3 0 

October 0 2 1 

November 4 3 1 

December 2 6 0 

Total 32 40 8 

 



 

299 

 

(Manuscript page 377-379) 

31.3 The number of Baptims, Marriages and Burials recorded in the parish Register  

(No. 1) Commencing November 22nd 1558 and ending January 11th 1653 

 

Table 31-2 Parish Register No. 1 – no. of births, marriage & deaths – 1558-1653 

Parish Register No.1 – number of Baptisms, Marriages & Burials 1558-1653 

 
O.S. 

 
O.S. 

B
a
p

ti
s
m

s
 

M
a
rr

ia
g

e
s

 

B
u

ri
a
ls

 

 

From November 
22nd 

1558 January 1st 
1559 
/ 60 32 8 40 

 
Containing 14 Months 

From January 1st 1559 to January 1st 1560 28 7 13 
 

From January 1st 1560 to January 1st 1561 25 4 20 
 

From January 1st 1561 to January 1st 1562 28 5 13 
 

From January 1st 1562 to January 1st 1563 25 4 15 
 

From January 1st 1563 to January 1st 1564 27 4 11 
 

From January 1st 1564 to January 1st 1565 28 5 21 
 

From January 1st 1565 to January 1st 1566 33 5 17 
 

From January 1st 1566 to January 1st 1567 30 6 6 
 

From January 1st 1567 to January 1st 1568 32 3 8 
 

From January 1st 1568 to January 1st 1569 19 5 11 
 

From January 1st 1569 to January 1st 1570 32 7 18 
 

From January 1st 1570 to January 1st 1571 22 1 16 
 

From January 1st 1571 to January 1st 1572 31 11 17 
 

From January 1st 1572 to January 1st 1573 33 4 15 
 

From January 1st 1573 to January 1st 1574 33 6 10 
 

From January 1st 1574 to January 1st 1575 24 5 15 
 

From January 1st 1575 to January 1st 1576 33 5 22 
 

Ano. Dm. 1576, April, Dominus Johis Coortiss, vic sepult. erat. decimo dei 

From January 1st 1576 to January 1st 1577 26 1 48 Plague 

From January 1st 1577 to January 1st 1578 21 3 28 
 

From January 1st 1578 to January 1st 1579 44 7 12 
 

From January 1st 1579 to January 1st 1580 27 3 19 
 

From January 1st 1580 to January 1st 1581 15 4 14 
 

From January 1st 1581 to January 1st 1582 25 5 23 
 

From January 1st 1582 to January 1st 1583 26 11 10 
 

From January 1st 1583 to January 1st 1584 26 3 9 
 

From January 1st 1584 to January 1st 1585 19 5 10 
 

From January 1st 1585 to January 1st 1586 27 3 21 
 

From January 1st 1586 to January 1st 1587 18 8 17 
 

From January 1st 1587 to January 1st 1588 22 10 22 
 

From January 1st 1588 to January 1st 1589 36 11 18 
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Parish Register No.1 – number of Baptisms, Marriages & Burials 1558-1653 

 
O.S. 

 
O.S. 

B
a
p
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s
 

M
a
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ia
g

e
s

 

B
u
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a
ls

 

 

From January 1st 1589 to January 1st 1590 29 2 20 
 

From January 1st 1590 to January 1st 1591 20 9 17 
 

From January 1st 1591 to January 1st 1592 33 8 29 
 

From January 1st 1592 to January 1st 1593 19 8 27 
 

From January 1st 1593 to January 1st 1594 36 2 17 
 

From January 1st 1594 to January 1st 1595 28 4 22 
 

From January 1st 1595 to January 1st 1596 28 5 26 
 

From January 1st 1596 to January 1st 1597 19 3 75 
 

From January 1st 1597 to January 1st 1598 18 12 44 
 

From January 1st 1598 to January 1st 1599 24 8 15 
 

From January 1st 1599 to January 1st 1600 29 7 16 
 

From January 1st 1600 to January 1st 1601 22 6 11 
 

From January 1st 1601 to January 1st 1602 15 5 14 
 

From January 1st 1602 to January 1st 1603 23 7 20 
 

From January 1st 1603 to January 1st 1604 19 5 17 
 

From January 1st 1604 to January 1st 1605 21 8 21 
 

From January 1st 1605 to January 1st 1606 17 7 34 
 

From January 1st 1606 to January 1st 1607 25 9 11 
 

From January 1st 1607 to January 1st 1608 23 7 26 
 

From January 1st 1608 to January 1st 1609 18 7 16 
 

From January 1st 1609 to January 1st 1610 21 4 9 
 

From January 1st 1610 to January 1st 1611 24 8 11 
 

From January 1st 1611 to January 1st 1612 24 6 25 
 

From January 1st 1612 to January 1st 1613 26 10 22 
 

From January 1st 1613 to January 1st 1614 25 6 29 
 

From January 1st 1614 to January 1st 1615 23 7 22 
 

From January 1st 1615 to January 1st 1616 21 7 35 
 

From January 1st 1616 to January 1st 1617 27 6 25 
 

From January 1st 1617 to January 1st 1618 23 11 11 
 

From January 1st 1618 to January 1st 1619 23 12 16 
 

From January 1st 1619 to January 1st 1620 31 7 10 
 

From January 1st 1620 to January 1st 1621 27 7 31 
 

From January 1st 1621 to January 1st 1622 24 9 15 
 

From January 1st 1622 to January 1st 1623 16 2 43 
 

From January 1st 1623 to January 1st 1624 20 3 19 
 

From January 1st 1624 to January 1st 1625 20 7 21 
 

From January 1st 1625 to January 1st 1626 20 9 17 
 

From January 1st 1626 to January 1st 1627 15 3 9 
 

From January 1st 1627 to January 1st 1628 13 5 15 
 



 

301 

 

Parish Register No.1 – number of Baptisms, Marriages & Burials 1558-1653 

 
O.S. 

 
O.S. 

B
a
p

ti
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m

s
 

M
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g
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s

 

B
u
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From January 1st 1628 to January 1st 1629 18 8 24 
 

From January 1st 1629 to January 1st 1630 11 4 5 
 

From January 1st 1630 to January 1st 1631 15 5 14 
 

From January 1st 1631 to January 1st 1632 15 2 9 
 

From January 1st 1632 to January 1st 1633 19 4 16 
 

From January 1st 1633 to January 1st 1634 16 6 15 
 

From January 1st 1634 to January 1st 1635 20 2 16 
 

From January 1st 1635 to January 1st 1636 13 4 14 
 

From January 1st 1636 to January 1st 1637 22 4 22 
 

From January 1st 1637 to January 1st 1638 19 11 36 
 

From January 1st 1638 to January 1st 1639 19 7 14 
 

From January 1st 1639 to January 1st 1640 14 4 18 
 

From January 1st 1640 to January 1st 1641 16 4 15 
 

From January 1st 1641 to January 1st 1642 13 3 14 
 

From January 1st 1642 to January 1st 1643 13 3 31 
 

From January 1st 1643 to January 1st 1644 11 3 21 
 

From January 1st 1644 to January 1st 1645 18 8 12 
 

From January 1st 1645 to January 1st 1646 - - - 
Blank 
sheet 

From January 1st 1646 to January 1st 1647 12 8 9 
 

From January 1st 1647 to January 1st 1648 17 4 4 
 

From January 1st 1648 to January 1st 1649 18 1 14 
 

From January 1st 1649 to January 1st 1650 4 1 6 
 

From January 1st 1650 to January 1st 1651 26 3 7 
 

From January 1st 1651 to January 1st 1652 10 2 3 
 

From January 1st 1652 to January 1st 1653 25 1 4 
 

95 years & 2 Months               Total   2017 529 1739 
 

 

31.4 The last register on the old book is Susanna the daughter of Lues Cloake, baptized 

the 11th day of Janury 1653 

 



 

302 

 

(Manuscript page 380-381) 

Table 31-3 Parish Register No. 2 – no. of births, marriage & deaths – 1653 - 1710 

The number of Baptims, Marriages and Burials recorded in the Parish Register (No. 
2) Commencing January 1653 and ending September 1710 

 
O.S. 

 
O.S. 

B
a

p
ti

s
m

s
 

M
a

ri
a

g
e

s
 

B
u
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a
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On the Old Book (No.1)  in January 1653 1 0 0 
 

From January 1st 1653 to January 1st 1654 26 3 18 
 

From January 1st 1654 to January 1st 1655 27 5 20 
 

From January 1st 1655 to January 1st 1656 23 4 16 
 

From January 1st 1656 to January 1st 1657 21 3 23 
 

From January 1st 1657 to January 1st 1658 17 3 14 
 

From January 1st 1658 to January 1st 1659 29 5 20 
 

From January 1st 1659 to January 1st 1660 17 5 8 
 

From January 1st 1660 to January 1st 1661 19 5 17 
 

From January 1st 1661 to January 1st 1662 16 2 16 
 

From January 1st 1662 to January 1st 1663 17 6 13 
 

From January 1st 1663 to January 1st 1664 19 5 14 
 

From January 1st 1664 to January 1st 1665 27 5 24 
 

From January 1st 1665 to January 1st 1666 28 3 23 
 

From January 1st 1666 to January 1st 1667 22 2 33 
 

From January 1st 1667 to January 1st 1668 22 10 60 
 

From January 1st 1668 to January 1st 1669 18 9 25 
 

From January 1st 1669 to January 1st 1670 26 6 35 
 

From January 1st 1670 to January 1st 1671 23 6 34 
 

From January 1st 1671 to January 1st 1672 22 2 21 
 

From January 1st 1672 to January 1st 1673 22 6 14 
 

From January 1st 1673 to January 1st 1674 15 1 10 
 

From January 1st 1674 to January 1st 1675 16 0 18 
 

From January 1st 1675 to January 1st 1676 16 11 9 
 

From January 1st 1676 to January 1st 1677 16 7 17 
 

From January 1st 1677 to January 1st 1678 27 4 22 
 

From January 1st 1678 to January 1st 1679 22 3 38 
 

From January 1st 1679 to January 1st 1680 26 0 17 
 

From January 1st 1680 to January 1st 1681 17 5 27 
 

From January 1st 1681 to January 1st 1682 22 7 16 
 

From January 1st 1682 to January 1st 1683 25 7 18 
 

From January 1st 1683 to January 1st 1684 24 6 13 
 

From January 1st 1684 to January 1st 1685 22 6 22 
 

From January 1st 1685 to January 1st 1686 30 10 17 
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The number of Baptims, Marriages and Burials recorded in the Parish Register (No. 
2) Commencing January 1653 and ending September 1710 

 
O.S. 

 
O.S. 

B
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From January 1st 1686 to January 1st 1687 31 4 19 
 

From January 1st 1687 to January 1st 1688 27 2 25 
 

From January 1st 1688 to January 1st 1689 31 6 37 
 

From January 1st 1689 to January 1st 1690 36 3 29 
 

From January 1st 1690 to January 1st 1691 20 7 47 
 

From January 1st 1691 to January 1st 1692 24 7 18 
 

From January 1st 1692 to January 1st 1693 27 7 23 
 

From January 1st 1693 to January 1st 1694 14 4 16 
 

From January 1st 1694 to January 1st 1695 40 5 29 
 

From January 1st 1695 to January 1st 1696 26 3 32 
 

From January 1st 1696 to January 1st 1697 18 4 25 
 

From January 1st 1697 to January 1st 1698 24 3 19 
 

From January 1st 1698 to January 1st 1699 22 3 17 
 

From January 1st 1699 to January 1st 1700 28 1 20 
 

From January 1st 1700 to January 1st 1701 30 5 37 
 

From January 1st 1701 to January 1st 1702 24 7 20 
 

From January 1st 1702 to January 1st 1703 24 10 25 
 

From January 1st 1703 to January 1st 1704 26 4 19 
 

From January 1st 1704 to January 1st 1705 24 2 12 
 

From January 1st 1705 to January 1st 1706 30 8 23 
 

From January 1st 1706 to January 1st 1707 28 8 42 
 

From January 1st 1707 to January 1st 1708 15 4 20 
 

From January 1st 1708 to January 1st 1709 32 5 18 
 

From January 1st 1709 to January 1st 1710 14 0 16 
 

Total number from January 1653 to September 
1710, being 56 years & half 

1335 274 1280 
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(Manuscript page 382-383) 

Table 31-4 Parish Register No. 3 – no. of births, marriage & deaths – 1710 - 1744 

The number of Baptims, Marriages and Burials recorded in the Parish Register (No. 3) 
Commencing Michaelmas 1710 and ending March 22nd 1744 

 
O.S. 

 
O.S. 

B
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s
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B
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From Michaelmas 1710 to January 1st 1710 3 5 7 
 

From January 1st 1710 to January 1st 1711 32 3 25 
 

From January 1st 1711 to January 1st 1712 25 9 17 
 

From January 1st 1712 to January 1st 1713 31 4 40 
 

From January 1st 1713 to January 1st 1714 33 5 21 
 

From January 1st 1714 to January 1st 1715 26 10 38 
 

From January 1st 1715 to January 1st 1716 37 12 24 
 

From January 1st 1716 to January 1st 1717 32 8 16 
 

From January 1st 1717 to January 1st 1718 28 5 18 
 

From January 1st 1718 to January 1st 1719 35 10 21 
 

From January 1st 1719 to January 1st 1720 32 10 20 
 

From January 1st 1720 to January 1st 1721 29 4 41 
 

From January 1st 1721 to January 1st 1722 36 2 26 
 

From January 1st 1722 to January 1st 1723 37 3 41 
 

From January 1st 1723 to January 1st 1724 34 6 29 
 

From January 1st 1724 to January 1st 1725 29 4 31 
 

From January 1st 1725 to January 1st 1726 28 2 30 
 

From January 1st 1726 to January 1st 1727 29 7 19 
 

From January 1st 1727 to January 1st 1728 30 6 17 
 

From January 1st 1728 to January 1st 1729 30 4 25 
 

From January 1st 1729 to January 1st 1730 39 6 20 
 

From January 1st 1730 to January 1st 1731 31 9 27 
 

From January 1st 1731 to January 1st 1732 38 9 34 
 

From January 1st 1732 to January 1st 1733 25 7 26 
 

From January 1st 1733 to January 1st 1734 32 5 38 
 

From January 1st 1734 to January 1st 1735 23 5 18 
 

From January 1st 1735 to January 1st 1736 33 13 22 
 

From January 1st 1736 to January 1st 1737 38 12 16 
 

From January 1st 1737 to January 1st 1738 30 9 15 
 

From January 1st 1738 to January 1st 1739 23 5 20 
 

From January 1st 1739 to January 1st 1740 23 5 42 
 

From January 1st 1740 to January 1st 1741 25 7 80 
 

From January 1st 1741 to January 1st 1742 28 14 42 
 

From January 1st 1742 to January 1st 1743 34 11 19 
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The number of Baptims, Marriages and Burials recorded in the Parish Register (No. 3) 
Commencing Michaelmas 1710 and ending March 22nd 1744 

 
O.S. 

 
O.S. 
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From January 1st 1743 to January 1st 1744 36 7 18 
 

From January 1st 1744 to January 1st 1745 8 2 2 
 

Total number from Michaelmas 1710 to March 22nd 
1744 being 34 years & half 

1062 245 945 
 

 

 

(Manuscript page 383-384) 

Table 31-5 Parish Register No. 4 – no. of births, marriage & deaths – 1745 - 1793 

The number of Baptims, Marriages and Burials recorded in the Parish Register (No. 4) 
Commencing April 15th 1745 (O.S.) and ending December 1793 (N.S.) 

 
O.S. 

 
O.S. 
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From April 15th  1745 to December 31st 1745 21 5 13 
 

From December 31st 1745 to December 31st 1746 29 5 30 
 

From December 31st 1746 to December 31st 1747 28 4 9 
 

From December 31st 1747 to December 31st 1748 30 3 26 
 

From December 31st 1748 to December 31st 1749 25 5 30 
 

From December 31st 1749 to December 31st 1750 33 13 49 
Small 
pox 

From December 31st 1750 to December 31st 1751 25 11 32 
 

From December 31st 1751 to December 31st 1752 27 4 20 
 

From December 31st 1752 to December 31st 1753 18 7 19 N.S. 

From December 31st 1753 to December 31st 1754 34 5 23 
 

From December 31st 1754 to December 31st 1755 35 9 19 
 

From December 31st 1755 to December 31st 1756 32 1 16 
 

From December 31st 1756 to December 31st 1757 28 5 24 
 

From December 31st 1757 to December 31st 1758 19 11 25 
 

From December 31st 1758 to December 31st 1759 31 3 14 
 

From December 31st 1759 to December 31st 1760 21 4 35 
 

From December 31st 1760 to December 31st 1761 30 10 20 
 

From December 31st 1761 to December 31st 1762 24 3 29 
 

From December 31st 1762 to December 31st 1763 24 11 26 
 

From December 31st 1763 to December 31st 1764 26 11 16 
 

From December 31st 1764 to December 31st 1765 31 6 20 
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The number of Baptims, Marriages and Burials recorded in the Parish Register (No. 4) 
Commencing April 15th 1745 (O.S.) and ending December 1793 (N.S.) 

 
O.S. 

 
O.S. 
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From December 31st 1765 to December 31st 1766 28 6 24 
 

From December 31st 1766 to December 31st 1767 23 2 26 
 

From December 31st 1767 to December 31st 1768 22 4 41 
 

From December 31st 1768 to December 31st 1769 29 12 14 
 

From December 31st 1769 to December 31st 1770 24 7 17 
 

From December 31st 1770 to December 31st 1771 20 5 19 
 

From December 31st 1771 to December 31st 1772 21 7 21 
 

From December 31st 1772 to December 31st 1773 23 3 25 
 

From December 31st 1773 to December 31st 1774 21 4 15 
 

From December 31st 1774 to December 31st 1775 24 6 21 
 

From December 31st 1775 to December 31st 1776 20 7 11 
 

From December 31st 1776 to December 31st 1777 24 7 23 
 

From December 31st 1777 to December 31st 1778 25 7 22 
 

From December 31st 1778 to December 31st 1779 26 7 28 
 

From December 31st 1779 to December 31st 1780 38 8 24 
 

From December 31st 1780 to December 31st 1781 32 8 21 
 

From December 31st 1781 to December 31st 1782 30 3 34 
 

From December 31st 1782 to December 31st 1783 29 9 15 
 

From December 31st 1783 to December 31st 1784 22 9 26 
 

From December 31st 1784 to December 31st 1785 38 8 21 
 

From December 31st 1785 to December 31st 1786 32 4 12 
 

From December 31st 1786 to December 31st 1787 28 7 11 
 

From December 31st 1787 to December 31st 1788 36 11 22 
 

From December 31st 1788 to December 31st 1789 32 7 15 
 

From December 31st 1789 to December 31st 1790 27 6 12 
 

From December 31st 1790 to December 31st 1791 30 4 13 
 

From December 31st 1791 to December 31st 1792 35 0 11 
 

From December 31st 1792 to December 31st 1793 27 7 23 
 

Total number from April 15th 1745 to December 31st 
1793 being 48 years & nearly 3/4 

1337 311 1062 
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(Manuscript page 385) 

Table 31-6 Parish Register No. 5 – no. of births, marriage & deaths – 1794 - 1812 

The number of Baptims, Marriages and Burials recorded in the Parish Register (No. 5) 
Commencing January 1794 and ending December 1812 

    

B
a
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s
 

M
a
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s
 

B
u
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a
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From January 1st 1794 to December 31st 1794 40 6 14 
 

From January 1st 1795 to December 31st 1795 23 8 13 
 

From January 1st 1796 to December 31st 1796 34 2 30 
 

From January 1st 1797 to December 31st 1797 36 6 19 
 

From January 1st 1798 to December 31st 1798 28 9 15 
 

From January 1st 1799 to December 31st 1799 33 2 13 
 

From January 1st 1800 to December 31st 1800 45 10 17 
 

From January 1st 1801 to December 31st 1801 29 7 16 
 

From January 1st 1802 to December 31st 1802 36 6 20 
 

From January 1st 1803 to December 31st 1803 42 8 14 
 

From January 1st 1804 to December 31st 1804 48 9 27 
 

From January 1st 1805 to December 31st 1805 40 9 8 
 

From January 1st 1806 to December 31st 1806 41 5 22 
 

From January 1st 1807 to December 31st 1807 45 3 19 
 

From January 1st 1808 to December 31st 1808 50 12 28 
 

From January 1st 1809 to December 31st 1809 44 8 16 
 

From January 1st 1810 to December 31st 1810 38 12 17 
 

From January 1st 1811 to December 31st 1811 56 13 30 
 

From January 1st 1812 to December 31st 1812 50 13 18 
 

Total no. 1794-1812 (18 years) 758 148 356 
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(Manuscript page 385-386) 

Table 31-7 Parish Register No. 6 – no. of births, marriage & deaths – 1813 - 1840 

The number of Baptims, Marriages and Burials recorded in the parish Register 
(No. 6) Commencing January 1813 and ending December 1840 

    

B
a

p
ti

s
m

s
 

M
a

ri
a

g
e

s
 

B
u

ri
a

ls
 

 

From January 1st 1813 to December 31st 1813 45 13 21 
 

From January 1st 1814 to December 31st 1814 46 8 20 
 

From January 1st 1815 to December 31st 1815 58 8 13 
 

From January 1st 1816 to December 31st 1816 44 11 23 
 

From January 1st 1817 to December 31st 1817 57 9 26 
 

From January 1st 1818 to December 31st 1818 60 12 29 
 

From January 1st 1819 to December 31st 1819 55 3 28 
 

From January 1st 1820 to December 31st 1820 47 12 25 
 

From January 1st 1821 to December 31st 1821 47 12 28 
 

From January 1st 1822 to December 31st 1822 57 8 26 
 

From January 1st 1823 to December 31st 1823 46 5 16 
 

From January 1st 1824 to December 31st 1824 45 13 26 
 

From January 1st 1825 to December 31st 1825 59 13 24 
 

From January 1st 1826 to December 31st 1826 36 10 29 
 

From January 1st 1827 to December 31st 1827 62 9 21 
 

From January 1st 1828 to December 31st 1828 57 13 30 
 

From January 1st 1829 to December 31st 1829 39 7 21 
 

From January 1st 1830 to December 31st 1830 55 6 28 
 

From January 1st 1831 to December 31st 1831 47 12 22 
 

From January 1st 1832 to December 31st 1832 53 13 21 
 

From January 1st 1833 to December 31st 1833 67 12 30 
 

From January 1st 1834 to December 31st 1834 56 19 21 
 

From January 1st 1835 to December 31st 1835 54 9 30 
 

From January 1st 1836 to December 31st 1836 69 10 32 
 

From January 1st 1837 to December 31st 1837 56 5 43 
 

From January 1st 1838 to December 31st 1838 62 10* 35 
*New 
Act 

From January 1st 1839 to December 31st 1839 54 9 36 
 

From January 1st 1840 to December 31st 1840 46 8 32 
 

Total no. 1813- 1840 (27 years) 1479 269 736 
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32 EXTRACTS FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS  

32.1 Extracts from Parish Register No. 1 

 Ano. Dm. 1576 April,  Dominus Johis Coortisse, vic. Sepult. erat. decimo, dei 

 Thomas Son of Thomas Pickeringe, vic of Hathelerigh, bapt. last day of Sept. 

1579 

 Joan ye Wyfe of Thomas Pickeringe, vic, was buried ye 9 daye of October 

1579 

 Phillippe Coblye (an excom’icate psn) was Bur. in ye Ally w’out priest or Clerk 

 George the Son of Thomas Pickeringe was bapt. ye 4th Marche 1582 

 George ye Sonne of Roger Sellie vic. of Hatherleigh was bapt. ye 2nd daye 

October 1585 

 Habell? Ye Sonne of Roger Sellie vic of Hathrleigh was bapt. ye 4th August 

1597 

 1597 Thomas Locke was buried October 24 

 1596 Julie, Jasper ye Sonne of Jasper Maine was bapt. 20th daye 

 1596 October, Jasper Maine was buried ye 30th daye 

 1598 October, John Yeo, Gent. & Rebecca Roll were married ye 28th daye 

 1600 John ye Sonne of Jasper Maine was bapt. ye 19th day Septr. 

 1602 November, John Tawton of Meeth being drowned in Hatherleigh Moore 

was buried ye first daye. 

 1603 Martin Son of Jasper Mayne was bapt. 23rd daye April 

 1604 Aprile, Martin Sonne of Jasper Maine was buried ye 2nd daye 

 1604 November, Jasper the Sonne of Jasper Maine was bapt. 23rd daye 

 1606 Janry. Joan daughter of Jasper Maine was bapt. ye 13th  

 1617 Maye, Robert ye Sonne of John Yeo gentleman was bapt. ye 25th daye. 

Bartholemew his brother was bapt. ye same time 

 1617 June, Robert Sonne of John Yeo was buried ye 3rd day 

 1613 October, Thomas Hatche an Excommunicate Recusant (was buried ye 

2nd day in the Allye of the Churchyarde) by the Sexton & other poore people 

 1624 Janry. Sellie John Son of Abel Sellie vicar of Hatherleigh was bapt. 9th 

day 

 1625 May, Sellie Ann Wife of George Sellie was buried ye 19 day 

 1603 Emanuel ye Sonne of Thomas Pickeringe was bapt. ye 31 Julye 

 1603        Do.                             Do.             Buried Augst. 5 
(Manuscript page 388) 

 Richard Sonne of John Maine was bapt. 18th Augst.  1621 
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 Mr. Roger Selley Vicar of this parish was buried the 15 daye February 1622 

 Mayne Mary, Gent’l was buried 5th April 1632 

 Arnell Mary was buried the 3rd March 1634 

 Arnell Thomas an excommunicate p’son was buried in the Allie the same day 

 Gove Elizabeth with her two children Philadelpia & John were buried the 21 

September 1632 

 Mrs. Anne Selly widow was buried 19th June 1639 

 Robert Mayne Son of John Mayne Gentl. was bapt. Augst. 16 1636 

 1640 John Vogwell buried third daye of Maye being poysoned as alsoe was 

Grace his wife. 

 1640 Grace the Wife of John Vogwell was buried the eleventh daye of Maye 

 1641 Hugh - - - a stranger drowned at Newbridg buried 29th January 

 Rebecca, Zenobia & Katherine daughters of William Trevethicke were 

baptized the 29th July 1649 

 The Register was Signed for the first time at the bottom of the leaf Febry. 1603 

“??? Rogerum Sellie Clericum”  

“       Henry Blackaller ----------” 

It is again signed in Novr. 1605 “Rogerum Sellye Cler. Vic. Ibid.” 

The last leaf signed by him was March 1621 “Rogerum Sellye, Cler. Vic.” 

 The next signature was Novr. 1637 “Abelem Selly vic de Hatherly” 

The last leaf signed by him was Mar 1639 

 The next signature was Apl. 1641 “Gulielm Trevithicke vic 

Leonard Edye, Churchwarden” 

 

32.2 Extracts from Register No. 2 

 Nathaniel the son of John Cary vicare of this parish was bapt. Aprl. 2 1662 

 Ann the daught. of John Cary vicar bapt. Septr. 1 1663 

 Rebecca daught. of John Cary vicar bapt. Augst. 1 1665 

 Mary the wife of Bartholemew Yeo Minister was buried ye 24th June 1669 

 John Cary, Clerke vicar of Hatherleigh was buried the 18th day of November 

1683 

 William Williams, Clark & vic & Rebecca Cary were married the 26th 

November 1684 

 John the son of William Williams, vic, as bapt. Septr 22nd, 1685 

 
(Manuscript  page 389) 

 Mrs. Mary Cary widdow was buried 21st May 1686 

 Mr. Bartholemew Yeo, Minister was buried 1st Feb 1693 

 William Son of William Williams vic, born 5th 90 & bapt.19th Augst. 1696 

                                                 
90

  In the years 1696 – 1699 – 1700 & 1701 the births of Children were registered 
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 William Williams vicar was buried 18th day October 1700 

 Ezekiel Son of Mr. John Rouse Vicar was born 15th bapt. 28 Janry. 1708 

 Elizabeth the wife of Mr. Oliver Rouse was buried ye same day her Grandson 

was baptized viz. 28th  

 On the Cover of the Register book No.2 is the following entry 

John Son of Oliver Rouse was baptized ye 7th of March 1675, made Vic. 

Febry. 1700, Married June 16th 1706, 1st Son born Novr. 28, 1707, 2nd Son 

born Janry. 1st 1708  

 “October 15th 1658 Collected for a fire in Glastonbury in Somersetshire by 

John Joynt & John Veale Churchwardens the sum of thirting? shillings” 

 

32.3 Extracts from Register No. 3 

 On the first leaf is written – “Hatherleigh Register begun Michaelmass 1710 

John Rouse Vicar” 

 Mr. John Rouse vicar buried September 3rd 1721 

 Mr. Oliver Rouse buried January 18th 1725 

 Jane daughter of John Rows Minister bapt. 26 Apl. 1732 

 William Gillespe & Jane Phips Married 25 December 1736 

 John Short & Susanna Locke Married 2nd Novr. 1740 

 Elizabeth Wife of George Boughton vicar buried 29th Apl. 1736 

 This Register was signed for the first time February 1739 by George Boughton 

Vicar, Arthur Titherly Churchwarden 

 

32.4 A Copy of the Register of Burials for the month of April 1739 at which 

time a fever reigned & fourteen were buried; 

 

“April 1739 / 40 

Philemon Heale  - - - - - - 2nd  

Francis Avery - - - - - - 3rd  

Christopher Hodge - - - - - - 4th  

Roger Gooscot - - - - - - 7 

John son of Robert & Elizabeth Pearse - - - 5 

William Lashbrook - - - - - - 12 

Joseph Collins - - - - - - 15 

Catherine Smale - - - - - - 15 

Dorothy Peters - - - - - - 18 

Elizabeth Wife of William Tucker - - - - 18 

William Son of Richard & Willmot Reed - - - 18 

Mary Wife of John Tucker - - - - - 20 

Ann Wife of Arthur Spear - - - - - 24 
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Richard Son of William & Agnes Lucase - - - 29th “ 

“Now reigned a fever” 

 

 
(Manuscript page 390) 

 

32.5 A Copy of the Register of Burials for the year commencing January 1742 

at which time the Smallpox and a fever reigned. 

 

January 1741 

Mary Hockaday - - - - - - 5th  

Jane Ellis - - - - - - - 10 

William Bassett the elder - - - - - 16 

Samuel Short - - - - - - 29 

    February 

William Adams was buried - - - - - 6th day 

Mary daughter of John & Elizabeth Smale - - 6 day 

Thomasine Wife of John Hurford - - - - 24 

    March 

Joan Bartlett widow - - - - - - 8 

Mary Reddaway widow - - - - - 11 

    April 

John Friendship - - - - - - 16 

    May 

William Coombe the elder - - - - - 5th day 

Thomas Son of Thomas & Anne James - - - 10 

Thomas Tailer - - - - - - 25 

John Holman ye eldest - - - - - 30 

Jerom Hellier  - - - - - - 31 

Joan daughter of Henry & Elizabeth Spear - - 31 

    June 

Joan daughter of Robert & Joan Lethern  - - 13 

John Sitten the younger - - - - - 14 

Hannah Clemens - - - - - - 18 

Valentine Northcott - - - - - - 22 

Gertrude Kemp - - - - - - 26 

    July 

Robert Son of Arthur & Mary Southcombe - - 1st day 

Mary daughter of Joseph & Susanna Bromblecombe - 3 

Barbara Avery - - - - - - 18 

Mary Strout - - - - - - - 21 

Rachel Hearn - - - - - - 21 
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Henry Son of Oliver Strout - - - - - 21 

Richard Able - - - - - - - 22 

Jane Wife of Nathanael Cockwell - - - - 25 

Mary Wife of Bennet Cazer  - - - - 27 

Jane Wife of John Oliver - - - - - 27 

John Lovel - - - - - - - 27 

 
(Manuscript page 391) 

Anne Wife of Benjamin Baker - - - - 28th  

Philip Son of Philip Stutton & Elizabeth - - - 31st  

John Son of William & Rebecca Northcott - - 31 

“At this stime the Small Pox reigned, and a Feaver wch. Sidenham 

mentions to have reigned afer the two hard winters in 1683 & _84, as 

were these two preceding winters of 1740 & _41” 

    August 

John Lashbrook - - - - - - 1 

John Son of William & Florence Metherell - - 2 

Armanel Edie - - - - - - - 2 

Margaret Wife of Richard Vogwell - - - - 3 

William Son of William & Joan Gilaspie - - - 3 

Abigail Davy - - - - - - - 4 

Thomas Son of Thomas & Susanna Redway - - 6 

William Son of John & Grace Collins - - - 7 

Mary Wife of Charles Geaton - - - - 9 

Joan Wife of William Gilaspie - - - - 10 

Agnes daughter of John & Agnes Lillicrap - - 11 

Edmond Son of John & Rebecca Hurford - - 13 

Maurice Son of Maurice & Mary Angel - - - 13 

Elizabeth daughter of Charles Gaiton - - - 13 

Elizabeth base Chid of Joan Westlake - - - 15 

Mary Wife of William Sheer - - - - 16 

Anthony Son of John & Sarah Holman - - - 17 

John Son of George Boughton Vicar & Mary his Wife - 18 

Mary daughter of John Dark & Mary his Wife - - 18 

Mary Lashbrook Widow - - - - - 20 

Rebecca daughter of John & Jane Edwards - - 21 

Thomas Gooscot - - - - - - 22 

Mary daughter of Maurice & Mary Angel - - - 23 

John Spear the eldest - - - - - 26 

    September 

George Son of George Boughton Vicar & Mary his Wife 2 

Mary Clemens Widow - - - - - 3 

Anne Wife of Bartholemew Coombe - - - 5 
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Thomas Glass - - - - - - 7 

John Reed - - - - - - - 8 

Grace Wife of John Collins Husbandman - - 12 

William Sheer - - - - - - 14 

George Palmer - - - - - - 23 

Edmond Son of John Hurford Junr. & Rebecka - - 26 

    October 

Elizabeth wife of Samuel Luxton - - - - 2 

Elizabeth daughter of George Boughton Vicar  

& of Elizabeth his first wife - 14th  

Mary Redway - - - - - - 21 

Robert Pearce - - - - - - 28 

Mary Vigurs - - - - - - - 26 

 
(Manuscript page 392) 

    November 

Mary wife of William Coombe - - - - 4th  

Elizabeth daughter of John & Elizabeth Tucker - - 4th  

Mary Heaman Widow - - - - - 14 

Grace Marsh Widow - - - - - 22 

    December 

Benjamin Medland - - - - - - 4 

Patience Parker - - - - - - 8 

Frances Bond - - - - - - 15 

 

Total number of Burials this year 80 

 

 

32.6 A Copy of the Register of Baptisms, Marriaged and Burials from the 1st 

day of January 1576 to the 18th day of March, in which time the Plague 

raged in this parish as may be seen by the word ‘Plague’ written in the 

Margin of the Register August 1577 

 

Jannuarie 1576 

 John Speccott was bapt. ye 25th daye 

 William Edie & Alse Ryse were Married ye last daye 

 John ye Sonne of Rennonde Webber was bapt. ye ….. 

Februarye 

 Raimond ye Sonne of Oliver Arnell was bapt. ye 18th daye 

 Joan ye daught. of Richard Thorne was bapt. ye 20 daye 

 Robert ye Sonne of John Venton was bapt. ye 22nd daye 

March 
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 Jane ye daught. of Thomas Maye was bapt. ye 5 daye 

 Richarde ye Sonne of Richard Hooper was bapt. ye 7 daye 

 Thomas Plin was bur. ye 8 daye 

 John ye Sonne of John Bursdon was bapt. ye 12 daye 

 Jane ye daught. of Thomas Plin? was bapt. ye 12 daye 

 ……ye daught. of Alexander White was bapt. ye 14 daye 

 Leonarde Sonne of Nicolas Northam was bapt. ye 16 daye 

Anno. Dom. 1577 

 Charlotte ye daught. of Thomas Locke was bapt. ye 25 daye 

 Marie ye daught. of John Plin was bapt. ye 25 daye 

 Dorithie ye daught. of William Geston was bapt. ye 8th of Aprill 

Aprill 

 Joan ye daught. of Edmond Norcott was bapt. ye 8th daye 

 Alse Rogerman was bur. ye 23 of Marche 

 John ye Sonne of Alexander Bennet was bapt. ye 14 daye 

 George ye Sonne of Thomas Wiatt as bapt. ye 24th daye 

 Alses ye daught. of Edward Bullen was bapt. ye 26 daye 

 
(Manuscript page 393) 

   Maye 

 Nicoll Gibbin was buried ye 2 daye 

 Charitie ye daught. of John Legg was bapt. ye 2 daye 

 Elizabeth ye daught. of Thomas Southcombe was bapt. ye 6 daye 

 Runnonde ye Sonne of Nicolas Furlande ws bapt. ye 12 daye 

 Joan ye daught. of Thomas Plin was bur. ye 14 daye 

 John ye Sonne of Robert Weeke was bapt. ye 14 daye 

 Beaton ye daught. of John Gibbin was bapt. ye 10 of June 

June 

 Anne ye daught. of John Reede was bapt. ye 14 daye 

July 

 George Wiatt was bur. ye 6 day 

 Marian ye daught. of John Leeche was bapt. ye 7 daye 

August 

Plague  

 Robert Shutt was bur. ye 22 daye 

September 

 John Shutt was bur. ye 6 daye 

 Joan Shutt was bur. ye 7 day 

 Marie Shutt was bur. ye 8 day 

 William Radmore was bur ye 10 day 

 Melier Shutt was bur. ye 10 daye 

 Marie Hokin was bur. ye last of August 
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 Agnes Hawkins was bur. ye 3 daye 

 Alexander Wiatt was bur. ye 7 daye 

 John Webber was bapt. ye 10 daye 

 Runnonde Arnell was bur. ye 14 daye 

 Jane Arnell was bur. ye 15 daye 

 Rowlande Prance was bur. ye 26 daye 

October 

 Alexander Arnell was bur. ye 9 daye 

 Alse Arnell was bur. ye 10 daye 

 Brigett Pinde was bur. ye 11 daye 

 Heese Frie was bur. ye 11th daye 

 Joan daught. of Edmonde Borne was bur. ye 11th daye 

 Agnes Huchin was bur ye 12 daye 

 Harrie Bishop was bur. ye 12 daye 

 Harrie Antonie was bur. the 14 daye 

 William White was bur. ye 16 daye 

 Leonarde Borne was bur. ye 16 daye 

 Agnes Arnell was bur. ye 16 daye 

 Anne Heidon was bur. ye 18 daye 

 John Bursdon was bur. ye 22 daye 

 John Hooper was bur. ye 23 daye 

 Richarde Stowell was bur ye 23 daye 

 John Edwarde was bur ye 25 

 Anne Borne was bur ye 26 daye 

 Beaten Gibbin was bur. ye 26 daye 

 Marin Leeche was bur. ye 27 daye 

 Dorithie Huchin was bur. ye .. 

 John Borne was bur. ye 28 daye 

 Ann Huchin was bur ye 2 of November 

 
(Manuscript page 394) 

    November 

 Elenor Borne was bur. ye 2 daye 

 Hugh Huchin s bur. ye 9 daye 

 Ann Reede ws bur. ye 25 daye 

 William Faster was bur. ye 27 daye 

 John Vile was bur. ye 27 daye 

 Haniball Vator was bur. ye 30 daye 

December 

 Rycharde ….. 

 Joan Huchin was bur ye 2nd  

 John Dier was bur. ye 6 daye 
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Jannuarie 

 Agnes ye daught. of William Gorvorde was bapt. ye 2 daye 

 Alexander Wiatt was bur. ye 6 daye 

 Walter ye Sonne of Hugh Huchin was bur. ye 12 daye 

 Leonarde Westlake was bur ye 22 daye 

 John Reede was bur. 27 daye 

Februarie 

 William Venton & Anstis Towton were Married ye 2 daye 

 William Dier was bur. ye 10 daye 

 Robert Cornelius was bur ye 16 daye 

 Anne Kingswell was bapt. ye 22 daye 

Marche 

 Austis the daught. of Simon Hill was bapt. ye 2 daye 

 Joan ye Wife of John Wadlande was bur. ye 4 daye 

 Anne ye daught. of William Gorford ……. 

 Robert Rottenberrie was bapt. ye 10 daye 

 Richarde Bursdon was bur. ye 18 daye 

 Alexander Golopher was bapt. ye 18 daye 

Anno. Dom. 1578 

 John Beare was bapt. ye …. 

 Willmott Seldon was bur. ye 21 daye 

 
(Manuscript page 395) 

 

32.7 Extracts from the Register of Marriages 

 

James Boyd Scots Pedler & Joanna Pengelly Spinster both iving in this parish 

Married 23rd October 1755 

“This Man aged about 60, was six feet tall & proportioned accordingly; 

his Spouse, aged about 40, and borne in the parish of Belston near 

Okehampton, was barely three feet & one inch in stature” 

 

Bartholemew Vogwell, Felmonger & Alice Bisset Spinster Married 22nd May  

1757 

  “This woman had 5 bastards by a married man, had done Pennance in 

the Church and yet boasted herself to be no whore because as she said she 

kep’d to one only. For this her shame is register’d” 

 

Thomas Lillycrap, Blacksmith & Mary Abel Spinster Married 17th April 1763 

  “This Wench was without Constraint from Friends married on Sunday 

to a young Lusty fond Husband & without Provocation from him ran away the 

next Wednesday with a Souldier. She was assisited in her escape by Mary the 
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daughter of James Angel Senr. which latter Wench new her to be going to her 

Adulterer” 

 

“Febry. 10 – 1757 William Bowman was buried Aged 111” 

 

“February 20 Ano.1653. John Collins of Hatherleigh was approved and sworne 

the Parish Registor within the Parish aforesaid, Witness my hand 

        Ed Arscott” 

 

N.B. During this period of the Commonwealth, the date of Births was entered 

on the Register book. 

 
(Manuscript page 397) 

 

33 A FACULTY FOR BUILDING A NEW VESTRY ROOM AND 

GALLERY - 1832 

33.1 In the year 1832 A Faculty was granted for the building a new Vestry room 

and Gallery on the north side of the parish Church of which the following is a 

copy 

 

Henry by divine permission Bishop of Exeter To our beloved in Christ The 

Reverend Samuel Feild Vicar, Simon Brock and Joseph Risdon 

Churchwardens, and other the Inhabitants of the parish of Hatherleigh in the 

County of Devon and Diocese of Exeter Greeting.  

Whereas the said Samuel Feild, Simon Brock and Joseph Risdon and the 

said other Inhabitants Have humbly represented “That the Parishioners of 

Hatherleigh aforesaid are in great want of additional room in their parish 

Church for the accommodation of the Inhabitants, That there I much 

inconvenience at present experienced by want of a Vestry room for the use of 

the Minister at the time of the Celebtration of divine Service and of the 

Parishioners on other public occasions, That a plan has been submitted by an 

able Architect to the Vestry and approved by those who were assembled for 

enclosing a small portion of the Churchyard within the Walls of the Church 

making an access and opening into the inclosed space from within the Church 

by taking down a part of the present North Wall of the Building and on the 

ground floor of the space enclosed it is proposed to make a Vestry room and 

above the Vestry room in a Gallery or sort of inclosed plane Sittng for sixty 

people that the plan has been examined and sanctioned by William Hooper an 

approved Surveyor and can be carried into effect without injury to the Fabric 

of the Church and that any dead Bodies may be removed in case it may be 
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required but which they do not think at present will be necessary” And 

Whereas an Intimation hath been duly published in the aid Church giving 

notice to all 

 
(Manuscript page 398) 

persons having anything to object to the premises that they should appear in 

the Cathedral Church of Saint Peter in Exeter in the Constitutional Court and 

place of Judicature there on a certain day therein assigned to propound their 

objections. And whereas upon return thereof no objection having been made 

our Vicar General or his lawful Surrogate did thereupon decree Licence for the 

purposes aforesaid. 

   We therefore hereby grant our Licence or Faculty to the said 

Samuel Feild, Simon Brock and Joseph Risdon for performing the work above 

described pursuant to the Specification and plan exhibited by them, Copies 

whereof are annexed to these presents, they taking due care that in case of 

the disinterment of any Bodies that they be reintered in some convenient spot 

as near to the spot from whence they were taken as circumstances will permit. 

   Given under the Seal of our Vicar General this Seventeenth day 

of August in the year of our Lord One thousand and eight hundred and thirty 

two 

   Ralph Barnes  Dep. Registrar 

 

 

33.2 Specification 

 

For building finding all Materials and finishing a Vestry room 19 Feet long and 

10 feet wide and 7 feet 6 inches in height with a seating over the same 20 feet 

by 13 feet which will contain Ten seats nine feet long each being ample room 

for six people in each seat – A Drain to be made One foot square to 

commence at the East end of he Vestry and pass under the Vesty room floor 

and terminate below the Church yard into Hall Court with a Stench Trap at the 

upper end to prevent the Drain being Choaked. 

 

The Foundations of the Walls to be sunk at least one foot six inches below the 

Vestry room floor and in order to keep the wood work from Damps all the 

Grounds in Clear of the Walls should be excavated to the same depth and 

one foot of the bank on the outside of the Walls also should be taken down to 

the same depth and filled up again with Clean rubble stone that the soaking of 

the ground may find its way down to the drain below – The thinnest wall not to 

be less than 2 Feet 3 Inches thick the North wall not less than 2 Feet 6 Inches 

  
(Manuscript page 399) 

thick therefore the Vestry must be built a sufficient size to admit of Projecting 

Battening and when finished to be the dimensions as above specified – The 
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Walls are also to be built of Rutleigh Stone or of that Species, Meldon Lime 

and Okement sand not less than one Bushel of Lime with a proper portion of 

sand should be applied to each perch of single work – The Porch leading into 

the Vestry outside jambs Floor sides and Arch to be cut stone steps and 

jambs leading into the seating and Chimney top also of cut stone – A Granite 

stone Window to the Vestry 7 Feet by 4 Feet 6 Inches The Chimney to finish 

with an Oxford College Grate The Chimney top to finish on the Centre of the 

Gable end facing the North – The two windows that will be taken from the 

Church Wall also to be put in the North Wall with a Door place between them 

to enter into the seating this Door place to have an outside and insided door 

that one may be always shut when the other is open to prevent the Wind 

rushing into the Church – The North Wall to be carried one Foot above the 

Roof to give room for the Chimney and the labels of the window leads – and 

the east and west Walls should be built inclining to meet the extension of the 

roof To be Slated with the best Lewtrenchard Slate Rag eaves Double fir laths 

(of memel wood) and to be plastered on the pin The two angles to be leaded 

with Lead 5 pounds to the foot – The Vestry to be battened Lath and plastered 

with three coats. The seating above with three Coats without Battening. 

  Carpentry – The Vestry door jambs to be of Oak 3 Inches by 4 Inches – 

The joists of Do. 6 Inches by 2 Inches. The floor of Memel Deal full one Inch 

thick – The Doors of Do. 2 Inches thick – The Gallery joists 9 Inches by 2 also 

of Memel Deal the floor one Inch – The front of Seating One Inch and half – 

The back of Seats One Inch and half – The Seats 2 Inches Also of Memel 

Deal – The Roof to consist all of principal rafters constructed of whole Deal 

planks well braced and strapt together with Iron Straps. 

  If it should be necessary to build steps in order to make an entrance to 

the North Door of the Gallery it should be made of good and sufficient Cut free 

stone or Granite. 

        William Hooper 

Attested by  

  J Seldon 

 

 
(Manuscript page 400) 

33.3 Articles of an Agreement entered into the 23rd day of July in the year of our 

Lord 1832 Between the Revd. Samuel Feild Vicar, the Revd. William Hockin 

Braund Curate, Joseph Risdon and Simon Brock Churchwardens and James 

Harris Veale, William C. Morris, Joseph Laing Oldham, John Fisher, James 

Salmon Day Esqr. and John Smale Short, Dennis Kingdon, Thomas Roberts, 

George Pearse and William Tucker Gentlemen being the Committee 

appointed for carrying into effect the building of a Certain Vestry room and 

Gallery on the North side of the Parish Church of Hatherleigh in the County of 

Devon according to the Specification and annexed plan of the one part, and 
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William Hooper of Hatherleigh aforesaid Builder of the other part. He the said 

William Hooper doth hereby agree for himself his Executors and 

Administrators with and to the said committee and their Successors in manner 

and form following (that is to say) that the said William Hooper his executors 

and Administrators shall and will Erect build and complete a good Substantial 

Vestry room and Gallery on the North side of the Church of the Parish of 

Hatherleigh aforesaid in the manner specified and set forth in the said plan 

and Specification and also shall and will in every respect use such Timber, 

Lime, Sand, Stone, Wood and other Materials in and about building the said 

Vestry room and Gallery as is particularly mentioned and set forth in such 

specification and shall and will perform such work in a careful, neat, 

Substantial and workmanlike manner as is therein also mentioned and 

according to the true intent and meaning of these presents and that the said 

William Hooper his Executors an Administrators shall and will remove the 

Seat which will be necessary to be removed to make an Alley to lead from the 

said Vestry room and Gallery into the Body of the Church and shall and will 

remove all the Coffins or Dead Bodies that may be in the way of the said 

proposed Building, if any there be, and carefully to re-inter the same all of 

which work shall be completed within six months from the date hereof In 

Consieration whereof they the said Committee 

 
(Manuscript page 401) 

Do hereby agree to give unto the said William Hooper his Executors and 

Administrators the sum of One hundred and thirty nine pounds of good and 

lawful money of Great Britain to be paid in such manner as the said 

Committee shall think fit – The work shall be viewed during its progress by the 

said Committee or any three of them and should they find that the work is 

being neglected or any improper Materias used in the said Building thay shall 

give the said William Hooper notice in writing to amend the same and in case 

he shall neglect or refuse so to do the said Committee shall have it in their 

power to turn him off the work and the work done and materials deposited 

shall be taken at the valuation of a Person who may be agreed on between 

the parties hereto That the whole of the work when complete shall be 

submitted to a Surveyor if the Committee shall think fit so to do and that the 

expene of Surveying the same shall be defrayed by the Committee if the 

Surveyor shall approve of the work or otherwise it shall be defrayed by the 

said William Hooper and such allowance or deduction shall be made as the 

said Surveyor shall think fit whose determination shall be final between the 

Parties hereto and it is hereby Lastly agreed between the Parties aforesaid 

that should the said Committee fail in obtaining a Faculty for the purpose 

aforesaid this Agreement shall be void. 

 

 



 

322 

 

 In Witness whereof the Parties aforesaid to these Presents their 

Hands have set the day and year first above written 

Attested by   William Hooper 

    J Seldon 

   Examined Copy R.B. 

 

 

33.4 The following memorandum is written on the back of the Faculty 

 

(Seal ?) It was determined by the Parishioners in General Vestry Assembled 

on the Thirty first day of January One thousand eight hundred and thirty three 

to sell the Seats in the Gallery for the Erection of which this Licence or Faculty 

was in part obtained and to appropriate the Proceeds thereof towards 

defraying  the expense of erecting the same. A General Vestry was therefore 

held for the purpose on the fourth day of February One thousand eight 

hundred and thirty three when the Persons whose names are hereunto 

annexed became purchasers. 

 
(Manuscript page 402) 

 

Table 33-1 Purchasers of seats in the New Gallery - 1833 

No. Purchaser 
Rate of 

Purchase 

 
No. Purchaser 

Rate of 

Purchase 

1 Mr. William Luxton 16 0 0 6 Mr.John Madge 10 0 0 

2 William Cholmoley 

Morris Esq. 

16 0 0 7 Mr. John Madge 8 0 0 

3 Mr. Arthur Tucker 12 0 0 8 James Day Esq. 8 0 0 

4 Mr. John Martin 12 0 0 9 John Smale Short 

Gent. 

7 0 0 

5 Mr.Thomas 

Chudley 

10 0 0 10 Mr. William 

Hooper 

7 0 0 
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Figure 22 Plan of seats in the New Gallery - 1833 

 
 

34 LOST WALL PAINTING OF ST. CHRISTOPHER 

 

In the year 1832 as the workmen were scraping off the Whitewash from the 

Wall adjoining the new Gallery in the North Aisle in order to refix a Monument 

of the Fortescue family, a Scripture sentence from Isaiah 55 Chap. 6 & 7 

Verses was discovered in old black letters in a good state of preservation. 

This on being removed and several more layers of whitewash scraped off an 

old painting in distemper appeared to view, supposed to be a figure of St. 

Augustin first Archbishop of Canterbury, or as some say St. Christopher, 

upwards of eight feet high with fishes &c. at his feet. The annexed drawing is 

a rough Copy taken on a Scale of One inch to the Foot. 

 

It is related in the legendary history of St. Christopher, that as this Saint was 

walking by the side of a river, he tookup a Child to carry across, ignorant that 

it was our Saviour. He found the weight of his divine burden so great that he 

was quite oppressed by it. – A painting on Copper of this Saint by Adam 

Elsheimer was formerly in the collection of Charles 1st. Size 9 Inches by 6 

inches, but no Globe in the Childs hand nor Olave branch on the staff. 
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(Manuscript page 403) 

Figure 23 St. Christopher wall painting   
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(Manuscript page 404) 

 

A Marble Statue of St. Anthony of Padua by Rossi sold at Mr. Beckford’s 

Fonthill Abby in the year 1845 91 

Figure 24 Rossi’s  St. Anthony of Padua and Elsheimer‘s St. Christopher.   
(both added for this transcription, a faint drawing may be in the manuscript ) 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
91

  [Transcription note: The remainder of Manuscript page 404 is virtually blank on the microfiche copy 

and may just be ink bleeding through from the previous page,however it may have contained a 

sketch of Rossi’s St. Anthony such as this one (left) from an article on the sale of the Beckford 

collection from the Illustrated London News of November 29 1845. A copy of  Adam Elsheimer‘s 

St. Christopher (right), as mentioned on Manuscript page 402, has also been added for this 

transcription.] 
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(Manuscript page 405) 
 

35 CHURCH IMPROVEMENTS 

The Church has lately undergone thorough repair, the accumulation of 

Whitewash (alluded to page 49) has been scraped off from the granite Pillars. 

Two new free stone windows in the West end of the North and South Aisles 

have supplied the places of the unsightly old ones, the Window in the North 

Aisle was formerly of Wood. The partition between the Church and tower has 

been removed and the Tower window exposed to view. ?? Seats have been 

fixed in the Tower for the accomodation of the Boys of the Sunday School and 

the room above fitted up for the ringers and several other improvements 

made. 

 

The Pews in the Chancel have been lowered but not low enough for many 

people sitting behind them to be able to see the Clergyman in his reading 

desk. Sad disgrace to the Parish that they have not been taken down 

altogether and made into open seats similar to those below leaving no 

distinction between the Rich and Poor when they assemble to worship God in 

his house. – The Rt. Revd. Bihop Ives says “Where in our Churches is the 

place for the Poor? I ask this question with shame and sorrow: Where is the 

place for the Poor?...... Admit that here and there a poor person has a seat: 

Where is it? Is he invied to sit with us “in a good place” or do we say to him 

“stand thou there or sit here under my footstool?”- 

 

  The Venal Sanctuary – by the Revd. James Gilborne Lyons LLD 

   “I will bring your sanctuaries unto desolation” 

      Leviticus 24Ch. 31v. 

 

I trod the hallowed ground that bore 

A Christian Temple tall and proud, 

When at each wide and lofty door 

Went streaming in a gorgeous crowd: 

A welcome day bid all rejoice – 

A fair and ancient festival, 

And the glad Organ’s mighty voice 

Shook the strong roof and Gothic wall. 
(Manuscript page 406) 

Full many a token marked the fold 

Where rich and high believers meet, 

The sacred volume clasped in gold, 

The costly robe, and drowsy seat; 
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Priest, people, alter, chancel, choir, 

Arch, column, window, porch and gate – 

That ample fane, from vault to spire, 

Looked solemn all and and calmly great. 

 

But mark! An old and weary man, 

A stranger clad ‘in raiment vile’, 

With failing steps and features wan, 

Went tottering up the fair broad aisle: - 

They cast him out; oh, faithless race! 

On some rude bench – unseen – remote; 

Convicted in that hour and place 

Of a lean purse and threadbare coat! 

 

Yes! and if He, who saved the lost, 

Stood fainting on that haughty floor, 

Arranged in weeds of little cost, 

Meek as He sought our world below; 

In spite of words which none might blame, 

And works of goodness freely done, 

That sordid post of wrong and shame 

Would greet – Jehovah’s only Son. 

 

Oh! for a prophet’s tongue or pen 

To warn the great in wealth and birth, 

To build there God a house and then, 

Plant there – the meanest pomps of earth; 

To brand that Church which spurns the poor 

From every vain and venal pew, 

Where ‘clothed in purple’ herd sescure 

To kneel or sleep – the Lordly few! 

 

Give me the shed, low, bare, and plain 

Where love and humble truth abide, 

Rather than earth’s most noble fane, 

Defiled selfish pomp and pride; 

Give me the damp and desert sod 

Walled in by dark old forest trees, 

Roofed over by the skies of God – 

But perish temples such as these! 
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(Manuscript page 407) 

 

36 FURTHER INSCRIPTIONS ON THE CHURCH FLOOR 

Since the late improvements were made in the Church the following 

inscriptions have be made (on the floor) 

 

On the floor of the Chancel near the Communion Table 

 

In part beneath the Vicarage pew and this stone lie the remains 

Of the Revd. Cradock Glascott, to whose memory 

A monument is erected in the South Aisle of this Church. 

In the same Vault are interred Mary his wife 

Who was buried on the 8th day of Novemr. 1823 

Aged 68 years 

Selina their daughter was also buried in the same Grave on the 1st day of 

May in the year 1796 Aged 2 years 

 

On  a Marble Slab against the East end of the North Aisle is the following 

 

Near this place 

Rest the remains of Esther wife of the late James Day, 

of Appledore, who died the 13th of august 1832 Aged 68 

Also James Salmon Day Surgeon 

Son of the above 

Who died the 27th of April 1850. Aged 51 
(Manuscript page 409) 

 

37 FURTHER INSCRIPTIONS IN THE CHURCHYARD 

Inscriptions on tombs in the Churchyard not mentioned in the former part of 

this book (with notes) 

 

George Robins was here buried January 12th 1802 aged 50. Also to the 

memory of Catherine his wife who died February 12th 1839. 

--------------------------- 

N.B. George Robins formerly lived where Bray’s Cottage now stands in 

High Street.  He was a woollen manufacturer and carried on a small trade in 

combing, spinning and warping chains for the weavers. 

--------------------------- 
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To the memory of Francis Marshall of this parish who departed this life 

the 6th day of April A.D.1813 in the 66th year of his age - Also to the 

memory of Honor the wife of the above Francis Marshall who departed 

this life the 7th day of Febry. 1819, aged 79 years. 

 

N.B. Francis Marshall kept the Turnpike gate under the Barnstaple trust 

for a long series of years.  He was the owner of Bishops tenement on part of 

which the old Turnpike house stood, which was the only house in this part of 

the Town. 

--------------------------- 

 

To the memory of John Palmer who died the 3rd day of March 1808 aged 

79 years -  Also Elizabeth his wife who died the 25th day of March 1799 

aged 66. 

 

Sacred to the memory of Christopher Palmer of the town, who departed 

this life on the 4th day of August 1845 aged 76 years. 

 

N.B. Christopher Palmer was a very useful member of society.  He was 

one of the shareholders in the Subscription Rooms, and for the re-

establishment of the Market, was a great promoter of singing in the Church 

where he played the violin for several years.  He also filled the office of 

Portreeve for this Borough, Overseer of the Poor and Treasurer for the 

Tradesmen’s Society. 

 

--------------------------- 

 
(Manuscript page 410) 

To the memory of Thomas George King, son of Captn. George King R.N. 

And of Christian Smart his wife who died Novr.13th 1831 aged 16 years.   

This Monument is a small token of unfeigned affection erected by his 

surviving relations. 

 

N.B. This youth was a pupil of the Revd. W.H. Braund, Curate of this 

Parish and died whilst at school. 

 

--------------------------- 

 

In memory of Joseph Abell, yeoman of this Parish who departed this life 

March 27th 1797 in the 45th year of his age – 

 “My time was short, the longer is my rest,  

  God took me home when he himself thought best”. 
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N.B. This was a farmer that resided at Friers hele in the parish of 

Meeth, who, when riding in pursuit of his apprentice, was thrown from his 

horse and killed near Sourton, and brought back and buried among his 

ancestors in this Church yard. 

 

--------------------------- 

 

Sacred to the memory of Ann Essery of this Parish who died the 27th day 

of August 1841 aged 77 years. 

 

N.B. Miss Essery was a small landed proprietor, had a share in the 

Subscription Rooms and made herself very useful in acts of Charity and 

benevolence. 

 

--------------------------- 

 

Sacred to the memory of Elizabeth Stucley who departed this life the 23rd 

day of  Decemr. 1846 aged 67 years. 

Also to the memory of Mary Stucley sister of the above, who departed 

this life on the 2nd day of Novemr. 1847. 

 

N.B. These two sisters employed their leisure time in visiting the sick, 

making clothes for the poor, collecting subscriptions for Bible and Church 

missionary societies &c. 

 

--------------------------- 

 

 
(Manuscript page 411) 

To the memory of John Fisher, Surgeon R.N. who died July 25th 1839 

aged 44 years - And of Mary, his wife, who died April 24th 1840 aged 45 - 

Also of their Children here interred.  Williams Sandon died 1828 Aged 1 

month -  Robert died 1832 aged 1 month - Agusta Barry died 1834 aged 1 

year - James William died 1837 aged 19 years - John died 1838 aged 18 

year. 

“Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord”. 

 

--------------------------- 

 

Sacred to the memory of Joseph Risdon of Fishleigh in this Parish, 

second son of Joseph Risdon of Hartleigh Buckland Filleigh, Gent. who 

died on the 9th day of March 1850  aged 52 years - 
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N.B. Mr Joseph Risdon was one of the Guardians for this Parish from 

the formation of the Poor Law Union up to the time of his decease.  Also a 

Churchwarden from the year 1845 and died when in office. 

 

--------------------------- 

 

Sacred to the memory of Jane Risdon, third daughter of Joseph Risdon 

of Hartleigh Buckland Filleigh, who died on the 17th day of December 

1847 aged 45 years.  

 In the same grave repose the mortal remains of Mary Ann sister 

of the above who died on the 16th day of December 1851 aged 50 years. 

 

--------------------------- 

 
(Manuscript page 412) 

On the North side of the Churchyard : 

 

Here lyeth the Body of Thomas ye son of Thomas and Margret 

Southwood who died Octobr. 15th 1759 in ye 3rd year of his age. 

“I once was like an apple green 

But pluck’t before I was ripe 

Now here no more shall I be seen 

For death hath gave ye gripe 

 

--------------------------- 

 

In the burying ground adjoining the Independent Chapel at Okehampton is a 

grave stone erected to the memory of Mr John Goss husband of the late Lady 

Harrington of who mention is made at page 67 of this book. 

 

In memory of John Goss 

formerly of Hatherleigh but late of Okehampton 

who died in the faith of the Gospel 

On the 31st day of May, 1833 Aged 45 years. 

 

--------------------------- 

 

Hatherleigh Church yard. - 

 

Here lyeth the body of Mary ye wife of Phillip Chrispin yeoman died ye 

12th of Jany. 1754 Aged 53.  - The above Phillip was here Buried ye 22nd 

day …. 1756 in ye 77th  year of his age. 
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--------------------------- 

 

Rubin Gill died 8br.  25th 1745 aged 46 

 

--------------------------- 

 

Jane Toms died January 31st 1745 aged 59 years. 

 

--------------------------- 

 

Towards the latter part of the last Century there was a Barber living in a 

wooden house drawn on wheels, but more generally standing on the George 

hill, with the following singular sign board over the door ; 

“I shave neat and clean. A new face for a Halfpenny by me Humphry Toms”. 

 
(Manuscript page 413) 

On the south side of Hatherleigh Churchyard near the Chancel door is a tablet 

against the Ch. wall with the following inscription : 

 

Near this stone are deposited the sacred remains 

of Hannah Row, widow of Joseph Row late of  

Exbourne, who died December 19th 1818 aged 60. 

Also her daughter Mary Harris  

who died August 20th 1813 aged 29 & 

Hannah Cooper who died March 9th 1820 

aged 30. 

Decidedly and openly renouncing the vanities 

of the World, they became followers of them who  

through Faith and Patience inherit the Promises. 

 

 

 

Sacred - To the Memory of William Harris of this Parish who died Octr. 

21st 1806 aged 56 -  “The Lord suddenly for me did call”  &c. 

Also James, son of the above William Harris of this Parish, who 

died March the 14th 1813 aged 25 years. 

  Also Joanna, the widow of the above William Harris of this Parish, 

who died December the 18th 1814 - Aged 66. 
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--------------------------- 

 

Addenda to Mr Richard King’s tomb, see page 68.  

 Also of Mary King wife of the above, who died the 7th day of   

August 1853 Aged 80 years. 

 

--------------------------- 
(Manuscript page 414) 

Near the tower, enclosed within Iron railing is a neat Tomb –  

 

Erected to the memory of Clifford Brock Hollinshead Esq. (born 

December 6th 1824) Died March 24th 1853 - Also to the memory of his 

wife Mary Ann Brock Hollingshead (who was born April  1st 1819) Died 

October 13th 1852. 

 

 

There is no sound of outer strife, 

Here all is calm and staid, 

It is no pleasure ground of life, 

This “Lily of the Dead”. 

 

Oh! well I know its solemn shades, 

This mansion house of death, 

Softly I tread its silent glades, 

For dear ones lie beneath - 

 

Seeds sown to ripen in the ground 

Until the Judgement day 

When the Archangel’s trumpet’s sound 

Shall wake them from the clay. 

 

Sleep calmly, sleep, beloved dead 

Sleep in thy quiet rest, 

No voice may wake thee from that bed 

Until the Trumpet blast. 

 

Yet often o’er thy silent  home 

I soldier-like shall tread, 

Until my summons too will come 

To join the slumbering dead. 



 

346 

 

(Manuscript page 433) 

 

40 COPY OF A TRUST DEED RELATING TO THE NATIONAL 

SCHOOL AT HATHERLEIGH - 1837 

This Indenture made the 8th day of May in the year of our Lord One thousand 

eight hundred and thirty seven Between Joseph Oldham of Hatherleigh in the 

County of Devon Esquire of the first part, John Smale Short of Hatherleigh 

aforesaid Gentleman of the second part, James Harris Veale of Passaford in 

the parish of Hatherleigh aforesaid Esquire, Samuel Hands Feild of the parish 

of Hatherleigh Clerk, Westcott Harris Veale of North Lew in the County of 

Devon Clerk, George Edward Laing of London Esquire, James Salmon Day of 

the said parish or Hatherleigh Esquire, and the said Joseph Oldham of the 

thirdpart. Whereas the said Joseph Oldham being desirous in conformity with 

the provisions of An Act passed in the last Session of Pariament intitled “An 

Act to facilitate the Conveyance of Sites for Schoolrooms” hath requested the 

said James Harris Veale, Samuel Hands Feild, Westcott Harris Veale, George 

Edward Laing and James Salmon Day to accept a Conveyance of the said 

piece of Land to themselves jointy with himself the said Joseph Oldham for 

the intents and purposes and upon trusts authorized by the said Act of 

Pariament which thay have consented to. Now this Indenture Witnesseth that 

for the purpose of carrying into effect the said desire and in Consideration of 

five shillings of lawful british money by the said John Smale Short to the said 

Joseph Oldham paid at or immediately before the exectution of these presents 

(the receipt whereof the said Joseph Oldham doth hereby acknowledge) He 

the said Joseph Oldham hath granted, bargained and sold and by these 

presents doth grant, bargain and sell unto the said John smale Short and his 

heirs, All that piece or parcel of land situate and being in the town of 

Hatherleigh aforesaid whereon is erected a building commonly known by the 

name of Fords house and which is now or was late in the occupation of 

William Martin Carpenter and upon part whereof is also erected a part of the 

Market house of the Town of Hatherleigh aforesaid containing in length on the 

North side 
(Manuscript page 434) 

thereof fifty seven feet, on the east side thereof twenty three feet , on the 

South side fifty on feet and on the West side twenty three feet of assize be the 

said several dimensions little more or less abutting on the north side thereof 

on a Street or passage leading from Hall farm to the Market place of the Town 

of Hatherleigh, on the east side thereof on the Market place, on the south side 

thereof partly on a house known by the name of Turners house now in the 

occupation of George Medland and partly upon the Market house aforesaid, 
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and on the west side thereof on the road leading from the Town of Hatherleigh 

to Hall estate aforesaid, (which said piece or parcel of ground with the 

dimensions and abuttments thereof is more particularly ascertained in the plan 

or survey thereof hereunto annexed) And also all those messuages, 

tenements and premises now standing and being on the said plot or parcel of 

ground together with all and singular the liberties, easements, privileges and 

appurtenances whatsoever to the said plot or parcel of ground, messuages or 

tenements and premises belonging or in any wise appertaining, And the 

reversion and reversions, remainder and remainders, yearly and other rents, 

issues and profits thereof, And all the estate right title claim and demand 

whatsoever both at Law and in equity of him the said Joseph Oldham in of, in, 

to or out of the said plot or parcel of ground, messuages or tenements and 

premises every or any part or parcel thereof, To have and to hold the said plot 

or parcel of ground, messuages or tenements, herediaments and all and 

singular other the premises hereby bargained and sold or intended so to be 

unto the said John Smale Short, his heirs and Assigns To the use of the said 

James Harris Veale, Samuel Hands Feild, Westcott Harris Veale, George 

Edward Laing, James Salmon Day and Joseph Oldham their heirs and 

Assigns forever Upon trust for the manager for the time being of a school to 

be built upon the said plot or parcel of ground (such manager to be chosen 

and appointed by the said James Harris Veale, Samuel Hands Feild, Westcott 

Harris Veale, George Edward Laing, James Salmon Day and Joseph Oldham 

or other the Trustees for the time being, (or any three of them92), with the 

consent and approbation of the then Vicar and Churchwardens of the said 

parish of Hatherleigh, (or any two of them93), and which school shall always 

be united to the National Society for promoting the education 

 
(Manuscript page 435) 

Of the poor in the principles of the Estabished church throughout England and 

Wales and shall be conducted in conformity with the principles of that 

Institution and towards the advancement of its ends and designs subject to 

such regulations and orders as shall from time to time be made by the said 

James Harris Veale, Samuel Hands Feild, Westcott Harris Veale, George 

Edward Laing and James Salmon Day and Joseph Oldham their heirs and 

Assigns, (or any three of them94), with the concurrence and approbation of the 

Vicar and Churchwardens of the parish of Hatherleigh aforesaid for the time 

being, (or any two of them95). Provided also And it is hereby declared and 

agreed by and between the parties hereto that when and so often as it shall 

happen that the said James Harris Veale, Samuel Hands Feild, Westcott 

                                                 
92

  [Transcription note - These additions inserted above the original text are initialled ‘J.O.’ in the  
margin, and referred to where Joseph Oldham has signed the Indenture on manuscript page 436] 

93
   See footnote 92 

94
   See footnote 92 

95
   See footnote 92 
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Harris Veale, George Edward Laing and James Salmon Day and Joseph 

Oldham or other the Trustees to be appointed under this present provision 

shall by death, unwillingness or incapacity to act or by residence beyond the 

seas be reduced in number to three acting Trustees then and so often as the 

same shall happen it shall and may be lawful for the Vicar and 

Churchwardens for the time being of the said parish of Hatherleigh or the 

majority of them to nominitate any fit persons to supply the place or places of 

the said Trustee or Trustees so dying, becoming unwilling or incapable to act 

or residing beyond the seas and that immediately after every such 

appointment the said plot or parcel of ground with the buildings and erections 

thereon standing and being shall be conveyed and assured so and in such 

manner as that the same may be vested in such new Trustees jointly with the 

surviving or continuing trustees or in such new trustees solely as the case 

may require subject to the trusts aforesaid. And such new Trustees shall 

exercise all the power and authorities whatsoever herein before contained to 

all intents and purposes as if they had been appointed Trustees by these 

presents. In Witness whereof the said parties to these presents have hereunto 

set their hands and seals the day and year first above written //- 

  

Joseoh ( ) Oldham    James Harris    ( ) Veale George Edward ( ) Laing 

John Smale ( ) Short   Samuel Hands ( ) Field James Salmon  ( ) Day 

       Westcott Harris ( ) Veale  

 

 

Taken and Acknowledged by George Edward Laing, party hereto at the Public 

Office the fifteenth day of June 1837 

       G. Wilson 

 
(Manuscript page 436) 

Signed Sealed and Delivered by the within named  

George Edward Laing in the presence of –  

       Arthur L Laing 

       5 Charlotte Street London 

 

Signed Sealed and delivered by the within named  

Joseph Oldham and John Smale Short (the interlineations between the 29th 

and 30 and 31 and 33 & 34 & 34 & 35 lines being first made) in the presence 

of – 

       Henry Morrish Spry  Hatherleigh 

       William Ellacott Hatherleigh 
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Signed Sealed and delivered by the within named  

Samuel Hands Feild in the presence of –  

       Henry Morrish Spry  Hatherleigh 

       William Ellacott Hatherleigh 

 

Signed Sealed and delivered by the within named  

Westcott Harris Veale in the presence of –  

       Simon Brock  Okehampton 

       William Edwards Hatherleigh 

 

Signed Sealed and delivered by the within named  

James Salmon Day in the presence of –  

       Harriet Martin Hatherleigh 

       John Gould  Hatherleigh 

 

Signed Sealed and delivered by the within named  

James Harris Veale in the presence of -   

      G.P. Richards Rector of Sampford Courteny 

       S.H. Feild  Hatherleigh 

 

Inrolled in his Majesty’s High Court of Chancery the fifteenth day of June in 

the year of our Lord 1837 (being first duly stamped) according to the tenor of 

the Statutes made for that purpose 

      D? Drew 

26 ?? 13? 

 

 

First Election of Guardians for the Parish of Hatherleigh under the New Poor 

Law Act  A.D. 1836 

   William Ellacott - 88 

   Joseph Risdon - 86 

   William Luxton  -  84 

   William Tucker - 83 

 

Consequently that William Ellacott and Joseph Risdon having the greatest 

number of votes were elected. 

 



 

350 

 

(Manuscript page 437) 

 

41 BIBLE SOCIETY 1846 

Exract from the Secretary’s report on the 22nd Anniversary of the Hatherleigh 

Branch on the 14th Ocober 1846 

 

Within the past year we have sold 209 Copies of the Holy Scriptures and in 

the year ending October 1845 we remitted £13 - 6s. - 10½d. making the sum 

total remitted to the Parent Society up to October 1845  £552 -7s. - 2d. and up 

to this time viz. October 1846 have distributed 2,534 Bibles & Testements. 

 

Table 41-1 Bible Society  Income Summary : 1847 - 1849 

     £ s d 
Octr. 13 1847 Collected at the Annivy. meeting    5 0 10 
 Annual Subscriptions    5 9 0 
 Revd. G.P. Richards for Sale of Books 3 6 6 
 Mr. Short     Do.      Do.    5 4 7 
 Total receipts    19 0 11 
        
Octr. 13 1848 Collected at the Annivy. meeting    4 8 7 
 Annual Subscriptions    6 10 0 
 Sale of Books    5 18 6 
 Do. by Mr. Richards, Sampford 

Courtney. 
2 15 3 

 Total receipts    19 12 4 
        
Octr. 10 1849 Annual Subscriptions £ d d    
 Revd. S Feild 1 1 0    
 Revd. G.P. Richards 2 2 0    
 J H Veale 1 1 0    
 Mr Pearce 0 10 6    
 Mr Day 0 10 6    
 Mr Short 0 5 0    
 Mr Dennaford 0 5 0    
 Mrs Palmer 0 2 6    
 Mrs Heathman 0 10 0    
 Mrs Morris 2 0 0    
 Mr W Roberts 0 10 0 £ d d 
     8 17 6 
 Collected at Annivy. meeting Octr. 10 4 6 4½ 
 Sale of Books    5 4 2 
 Do. by Revd. G.P. 

Richards 

   1 4 0 

 Total Receipts    19 12 0½ 
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(Manuscript page 454) 

 

46  THE CURFEW 

The Curfew was called Couvre feu or cover fire bell, it was rung formerly at 8 

O’clock when the Inhabitants were directed to cover their fires and go to bed. 

It was a law established by William the Conqueror about the year 1070 chiefly 

for the Cities where most of the houses were built of wood. It was abolished 

about the year 1100. Thompson speaks of the Old times as follows: 

 

“The shivering wretches at the curfew sound 

Dejected sunk into their sordid beds, 

And through the mournful gloom of ancient times 

Mused sad, or dream’d of better” 

 

Altho the law was abolished the custom of ringing the Curfew bell continues at 

Hatherleigh at 9 O’clock, up to the present time. The time of ringing the 

Curfew was changed from 8 to 9 as we find in various places, probably 

according to the wishes of the people. Chaucer mentions the Curfew in the 

following passage: 

“The dede sleepe for every bisinesse 

Fell on this Carpenter, right as I gesse 

About Curfew time” 

 

One of the Tower bells in this Town is also rung at 5 O’clock in the morning 

during the Summer months and at 6 O’clock in the Winter. There are 

passages in Shakespere’s works which speak of the Curfew but not as an 

evening bell as in his “Romeo and Juliet” thus: 

“The Curfew bell hath rung, 

‘Tis three O’clock” 

 

In the Tempest he gives the following: 

“You whose pastime 

Is to make midnight mushrooms, that rejoice 

To hear the solemn curfew” 

 

The Crazy Edgar says in “Lear” 

This is the foul fiend Flibbertigibbet 

He begins a Curfew and walks to the first Cock. 

I know not what bells were ringing when Gray wrote the exquisite well known 

line. There is nothing sweeter than the evening bells as they send their notes 
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over the hills and valleys. Associations will crowd upon the mind and 

Memories that long have slumbered will fill the brain: 

“The hoary Sexton rings the evening hour, 

And far away the music has been flung; 

O what a preacher is that time worn tower, 

Reading great sermons with its iron tongue”. 

 

 

 
(Manuscript page 455) 

 

47 LIST OF CHURCH-WARDENS (1700-1841) 

Table 47-1 List of Church-Wardens – 1700-1841 

 

CHURCH-WARDENS 1700-1841 A.D. 

William Vogwell Richard Gill  

          from  Easter 1690  to  Easter 1700 

Richard Lucas John Drumond 1701 

Arthur Speare John Drumond 1702 

Robert Hooper John Friend 1703 

John Turner Thomas Veneer 1704 

Abel Moxhay Hugh Hill 1705 

Henry Spear Thomas Ford 1706 

Henry Spear Thomas Ford 1707 

George Medland George Lucas 1708 

Martin White John Northcott 1709 

Thomas Southcombe Edward Hockaday 1710 

William Wivell Lewis Burdon 1711 

William Wivell Richard Braund 1712 

Henry Spear John Lashbrook 1713 

Henry Spear John Lashbrook 1714 

Henry Spear John Lashbrook 1715 

George Lucas George Cowle 1716 

Richard Turner Thomas Ditchet 1717 

Richard Turner Thomas Ditchet 1718 

Walter Veale John Combe 1719 

Walter Veale John Combe 1720 

Walter Veale John Combe 1721 

Arthur Spear Richard Nethaway 1722 

Arthur Spear Richard Nethaway 1723 
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CHURCH-WARDENS 1700-1841 A.D. 

Philip Chrispin Abel White 1724 

John Fortescue Richard Medland 1725 

John Fortescue Richard Medland 1726 

John Fortescue Richard Medland 1727 

John Fortescue Richard Medland 1728 

Thomas Medland Philip Babbage 1729 

John Gibbons Henry Spear Junior 1730 

John Gibbons Henry Spear Junior 1731 

William Wivell Arthur Spear 1732 

William Wivell Arthur Spear 1733 

Philip Chrispin George Lucas 1734 

John Darke Henry Merrifield 1735 

John Darke Arthur Titherly 1736 

Walter Veale Arthur Titherly 1737 

Walter Veale Arthur Titherly 1738 

Walter Veale Arthur Titherly 1739 

Charles Baron John Friend 1740 

Thomas Ditchett Andrew Goss 1741 

Thomas Ditchett Andrew Goss 1742 

Abel White John Spear 1743 

William Wivell Arthur Southcombe from 1744 

                                  to 1747 

Arthur Southcombe John Northcott Junior 1748 

William Wivell for   

Mrs. Ann Nichols Henry Pearse 1749 

John Honychurch Edward Seccombe 1750 

Nicholas Gaffill John Goss 1751 

James Veale Arthur Titherly 1752 

James Veale Arthur Titherly 1753 

James Veale Arthur Titherly 1754 

James Veale John Northcott 1755 

James Veale John Northcott 1756 

James Veale John Northcott 1757 

John Darke John Pearse 1758 

John Darke John Pearse 1759 

John Darke alone 1760 

John Darke Arthur Southcombe from 1761 

                                 to 1767 

James Veale Nathaniel Wivell 1768 

Arthur Southcombe Nathaniel Wivell 1769 

John Darke Nathaniel Wivell 1770 

John Darke Nathaniel Wivell 1771 



 

368 

 

CHURCH-WARDENS 1700-1841 A.D. 

John Darke Nathaniel Wivell 1772 

John Darke Nathaniel Wivell 1773 

John Darke Edward Hurford 1774 

John Darke Richard Seldon 1775 

John Darke Philip Davie 1776 

John Darke Edward Bowden 1777 

John Darke Edward Bowden 1778 

John Darke John Paddon 1779 

John Darke John Paddon 1780 

Thomas Darke John Paddon 1781 

Thomas Darke Arthur Southcombe from 1782 

                                  to 1789 

John Paddon John Southcombe 1790 

John Paddon John Southcombe 1791 

Thomas Darke Arthur Southcombe from 1792 

                                  to 1795 

John Paddon John Southcombe 1796 

George Boughton John Southcombe 1797 

George Boughton John Southcombe 1798 

George Boughton William Tucker 1799 

George Boughton William Tucker 1800 

George Boughton William Tucker 1801 

Nathaniel Wivell Arthur Southcombe 1802 

Nathaniel Wivell Arthur Southcombe 1803 

Arthur Southcombe John Seldon            from 1804 

                                 to 1809 

Thomas Roberts John Seldon 1810 

Thomas Roberts John Bray 1811 

John Southcombe John Bray 1812 

John Southcombe John Turner            from 1813 

                                 To 1822 

James Veale Thomas Roberts 1823 

W. C. Morris John S. Short 1824 

James H. Veale George Pearse 1825 

Thomas Roberts William Tucker        from 1826 

                                 to 1829 

William Tucker William Ellacott 1830 

William Tucker John Chudley 1831 

William Tucker Joseph Risdon 1832 

Joseph Risdon Simon Brock 1833 

Joseph Risdon Joseph Oldham 1834 

John S. Short Joseph Oldham           # 1835 
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CHURCH-WARDENS 1700-1841 A.D. 

John S. Short John Chudley 1836 

John S. Short William Tucker 1837 

John S. Short William Tucker 1838 

John S. Short William Tucker 1839 

John S. Short William Tucker 1840 

John S. Short William Tucker 1841 

   

# This year the old Belfry was laid open to the Church, for 

   the use of the Sunday Scholars. 

 

“October 15th 1658, Collected for a fire in Glastonbury, 

Somersettshire, by John Joynt, & John Veale, Church-

wardens, the summe of thirting Shillings.” 

                              Register Book, No 2. 

 

“May 16th 1742 It as agreed, at a meeting, held for the 

purpose, that the Church-wardens for the time being, shall 

expend no more than seven shillings and sixpence, on the 

Dean Rurall, at the time of his visitation.” 

         Signed, by George Boughton, Vicar, and others. 

 

                               Vide, Church warden’s account book. 

 

 


